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This  volume  bad  its  origin  in  anecdotes  about 
Basilian  preaching  collected  in  cc^nection 
%iith  a  course  in  predication  that  I  gave  at 
St«  Basil* 8  Seminary ,  Toronto,  to  second  year 
theology  classes  between  1952  and  1955  •  To 
these  tales  which  recount  the  successes  and 
the  failures  of  Basilian  preachers  have  been 
added  little  stories  selected  from  material 
gathered  for  biographies  of  deceased  confreres 
and  from  other  sources  for  the  history  of  the 
Ccmgregation  and  its  houses*  Brought  together 
they  reveal  the  wit  of  ccmfreres,  give  insights 
into  the  routine  life  of  houses  and  at  times 
show  the  direction  towards  which  the  develop* 
ment  of  the  Congregation  was  tending.  Some 
stories  will  be  \mderstood  and  appreciated 
<mly  by  those  who  knew  the  characters  in  each 
anecdote;  others  recount  situations  that  recurr 
in  every  generation* 


David  VilliaB  Bauer  ] 

One  day  during  recreation  Father  David  Bauer 
told  his  fellow  novice  and  former  teaasiater, 
Sdward  McLean: 

*»I  don*t  know  for  sure  that  I  have  a  vocation 
to  the  BasilianSf  but  I  am  certain  that  I  do 
not  have  a  vocation  to  the  Novitiate*** 


%jL.tUjL^^' 


O^ 


v/.U 


J&lliott  Bernard  Allen  2 

When  Father  Louis  B<mdy  ^mm   stricken  with 
phlebitis.  Father  Elliott  Allen  who  had  suffered 
a  heart  attack  some  months  before  visited  hiffl 
in  the  hospital  and  consoled  him  thtisly: 

"Kilebitis.  It  is  the  safl»  as  a  coronarj 
thrombosis  but  attacks  cmly  those  who  have 
no  heart*  •* 


tf^V   ^. 


ViXllMi  teaes  Broim  ) 

After  the  death  of  Father  Terence  McLaughlin ^ 
Father  Brown  told  of  an  experience  he  had  when 
Father  McLaughlin  was  superior  of  St.  Michael's 
College*  Hhere  was  a  football  game  being 
played  in  Rochester  that  a  number  of  Basilians 
on  the  college  staff  wanted  to  see.  One  by  one 
they  vent  into  the  superior's  office  and  were 
turned  down*  Among   those  who  wanted  to  go  were 
Father  Joseph  Tiimnons  who  was  in  charge  of  the 
college  yearbook  and  who  gave  as  his  reason  for 
going  that  he  wanted  to  consult  the  editor  of 
the  Aquinas  yearbook.  He  told  Father  Brown, 
^You  isay  as  well  go  in  and  be  refused  like  the 
rest  of  us.** 

Father  Brovn   did  go  in.  Father  !fclaugjilin  put 
his  head  down^  a  characteristic  gesture,  then 
asked i 

''Have  you  any  reason  for  going?" 

•^o  reason.  I  just  want  to  see  the  game." 

"Then  go.  You  are   the  first  one  to  tell  me  the 
truth.  Be  back  early  Sunday  nig^t." 


tfilUaa  Joseph  Brown  k 

Mhen  Father  Brown  iias  stationed  at  St*  Michael *s 
College  School,  his  parents  would  call  hisi  fr<Hi 
Buffalo  once  or  twice  a  isonth.  When  he  answered 
the  phone  he  would  say: 

"Father  Brown  speaking." 

If  his  father  had  placed  the  eaU,  the  reply 
would  be: 

•Tather  Brown  here  too^** 


John  Aloyeius  Burke  ! 

After  the  Basilian  Newsletter  began  including 
lists  of  books  reconsiended  for  local  houses. 
Father  Burke  during  a  visit  to  Toronto  asked 
Father  Seollard  who  prepared  the  lists: 

•Please  stop  sending  lists  of  books  to  Father 
£dwin  Kline.  As  soon  as  he  sees  a  list«  he 
wants  to  order  the  books  for  our  library. 
Next  month  ve  have  to  build  aore  shelves  to 
hold  theflu*" 


Henry  Carr,  l880-1965 

A  student  of  St*  %ob«s  More  College  caie  day 
asked  Father  Carr  a  question  in  class*     His 
answer  came  quickly: 

'♦That's  cm  neKt  year's  course*     You'll  have 
to  pay  your  fees  again  to  gefc  the  answer  ••' 


Henry  Carr,  I88O-I963  f 

In  Vancouver  Father  Carr  became  a  close  friend 
of  Archbishop  Duke.  The  Archbishop  usually 
granted  him  anything  he  asked  for,  so  one  day 
the  priests  at  St*  Mark's  College  urged  hin 
to  ask  for  something  they  felt  the  Archbishop 
would  not  grant  to  them*  They  hoped  that  if 
Father  Carr  asiked^   the  Archbishop  would  grant 
it*  To  their  urging^  Father  Carr  replied: 

*^  don't  mind  asking  him  for  it,  but  I  don't 
want  him  to  get  the  idea  he  can  refuse  me*** 


Henry  Carrt  I88O-I963  • 

Fj|ther  Elliott  Allen  was  appointed  to  the  staff 
of  St.  Mark* 8  College ^  Vancouver,  in  the  annual 
appointments  for  1955/1956  •  Father  Henry  Carr 
eaam   east  that  susmier  and  seeting  hin  at  St* 
Michael* 8  College  greeted  him  %rith  these  uordsi 

**Vh«i  are  you  coming  Vest?  Vhen  you  get  to 
Vancouver «  forget  that  you  have  ever  been  at 
St*  Michael* s  College*** 


Henry  CaiXt  l880-1963  9 

About  1910 «  when  he  was  still  a  young  priest 
Father  Henry  Carr  was  appointed  to  preach  in 
St.  Basil *s  Church  on  Qood  Friday  afternoon « 
a  service  that  regularly  filled  the  church  to 
capacity*  He  did  so*  Afterwards  the  priests 
gathered  in  the  coasninity  rooa  but  contrary  to 
custos  no  reference  %fas  made  to  the  sermon* 
Finally  Father  Carr  acked  Father  Francis  Powell 
what  he  thought  of  it.  Father  Powell  answered: 

^^Harryt  I  an  glad  that  you  brou^t  that  up*  I 
%fas  not  £^ing  to  say  a  word,  but  since  you  want 
to  knoWf  That  was  neither  the  time  nor  the  place 
to  perpetrate  a  jcake*" 

Father  Carr  had  preached  a  full  k^  minutes* 


Henry  Carr,  I88O-I963  10 

Father  Wilfrid  Dwyer  Tieited  Father  Henry  Carr 
at  St.  Thomas  More  College,  Saskato^m,  <me 
duner*  The  other  priests  on  the  staff  were 
absent  and  for  two  veeks  they  discussed  philos- 
ophical probleos*  Finally  it  case  Father  Carres 
turn  to  leave  on  holidays*  As  he  was  leaving 
he  called  out  to  Father  Dwyers 

"Tou  might  as  well  ride  to  the  statics  with  me.^ 

On  the  imy  to  the  train ,  Father  Dwyer  observed: 

*^e  have  been  talking  for  two  weeks  and  you 
have  plied  me  with  questions,  but  you  have  never 
told  me  where  you  stand  on  these  questicois.** 

'^Too  late  now*%  was  all  the  satisfaction  that 
Father  Carr  gave  him  in  replyt 


Henry  Carr,  I88O-I963  U 

Father  Carr  was  once  appointed  to  preach  in  St* 
Basil's  Chtirch^  ToroaatOf  <m  the  proofs  for  the 
exist«ice  of  Qod*  He  decided  to  folloir  St* 
tOioinas  Quinas  very  closely  and  presented  first 
the  objections  after  the  aanner  of  the  Angelic 
Doctor*  When  he  had  finished  this  part  of  the 
serson  he  looked  at  his  watch  ^  saw  that  he  had 
used  up  the  tiiM  €Q.lotted  for  the  sermon «  then 
without  another  word  he  caise  down  fron  the  pulpit 
leaving  the  seraion  unfinished  and  hanging  in 
odd-air* 
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Cyril  Francis  Carter  12 


Father  Carter's  parents  attended  the 
•leoMmtary  school  in  Berkeley  as  Father  Michael 
Pickett*  Mr»  Carter  and  Father  Pickett  shared 
one  of  the  old  fa^ioned  double  desks*  !niere-> 
fore  whan  his  son  %ias  ordained,  Mr.  Carter 
wanted  Father  Pickett  to  preach  at  the  First 
Mass*  The  serein  began  with  Father  Pickett 
pointing  directly  at  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carter: 

**Mike  Carter  and  Liszie  O^Neill.  God,  I  knew 
y<m  when  you  were  this  high*  God  bless  you. 
If  anycme  deserves  a  priest  in  their  faiBily« 
it  is  you." 


Jacques  Collange6«  X8o6*l860  13 

Father  Collanges  was  a  rery  nethodical  oiaii  and 
quite  serious  about  all  things*  He  vas  fond  of 
playing  at  bowls  after  dinner,  but  it  annoyed 
him  if  any  of  the  players  paid  attenti<m  to 
anything  besides  the  ipane*  In  a  noaent  of  such 
annoyance  he  uttered  a  saying  that  becase 
traditicmal  in  the  Annonay  eoaanunity; 

•vQentleaent  when  you  play,  you  isust  not  aouse 
yourselves  •^ 


Charles  Collins  t  187^19^  1^ 

€bee  wh«:i  he  iias  stationed  at  St«  Mary^s  Parish 
in  Owen  Sounds  Father  Charles  Collins  was  put 
in  charge  of  St.  Hictoel*s  Mission  Church  in 
the  Irish  Block*  He  aade  several  attempts  to 
get  the  people  to  increase  their  Stinday  offer- 
ings, but  without  any  appreciable  results*  C^e 
day  he  decided  to  preach  on  faith,  hope  and 
charity*  His  sermon  began: 

*Taith,  hope  and  charity  are  three  great  virtues 
and  two  of  then  are  practiced  in  a  wonderful  W8^f 
by  the  people  of  the  Irish  Block*  Faith,  that 
soB^body  will  give  the  priest  soirc thing*  Hope, 
that  he  will  be  able  to  live  on  it*" 


Charles  Collins,  187^19^7  15 

One  Sunday  Father  Collins  was  preaching  daring 
the  Christzaas  seascm*  Looking  at  the  Christmas 
erib«  he  painted  a  word  picture  of  the  stable 
at  Behtlehea: 

"There  are  the  oxen*  Tliere  are  the  sheep* 
There  is  a  dcmkey,  but  no  pigs*  Where  were  the 
pigs?  Out  at  the  night  clubs*** 


^ii«^!^«»*' 


Dftniel  Gushing,  I85O-I928  I6 

During  a  consunity  discussion  about  oental 
prayer.  Father  Gushing  once  questioned  the  pre- 
vailing practice  of  the  superior  reading  the 
points  of  seditation:  the  first  point,  then  a 
pause  of  some  minutes,  a  second  point  also 
followed  by  a  pause  for  reflection,  and  lastly 
a  third  point*  He  gBire  as  his  reason: 

"It  disturbs  those  who  are  meditating  and  wakes 
up  those  who  aire  sleeping  to  no  purpose.** 


Daniel  Cashiiig»  1850-1928  1? 

Fg^ther  Daniel  Cushing  once  vent  to  visit  Father 
%(»ias  Heydcm  t^en  Father  Hejdon  vas  lo<^cing 
after  St*   Martin  of  ^ours  Parish  in  Draytcm* 
While  teere  he  fell  ill  with  pneumonia •  Father 
Gushing  never  enjoyed  robust  heailth  and  those 
locking  after  hdLo  thought  that  he  nas  dying* 
A  confrere  can^  fro»  Toronto  to  visit  him  and 
he  discussed  with  Father  Heydon  whether  the 
funeral  should  be  in  Toronto  where  Father  Cush« 
tng  was  now  stationed,  or  in  Windsor  where  he 
had  spent  many  years  at  Assumpticai  College* 
All  this  time  Father  Gushing  could  hear  but 
could  not  speak*  Finally  he  suoooned  up  enou^ 
strength  to  whisper  audibly: 

•Wien  my  time  comes  t  bury  me  in  Toronto*" 

To  the  disccMsfiture  of  Father  Heydon  and  his 
visitor. 


Rudolph  Stephen  Dieoer  18 

Father  Diemer  preached  the  retreat  for  priests 
at  St»  Michael's  College  in  1965*  During  it  he 
gave  the  following  definitions  of  psychotic  and 
neurotic : 

"The  psychotic  believes  that  tvo  and  tov  sake 
fiTe. 

^'The  neurotic  believes  that  tvo  and  tvo  sake 
four  and  he  worries  about  it**^ 


Le<mard  Joseph  Dolan,  1899-19^  19 

Father  Dolan  was  the  master  of  the  pithy 
plunuM*  After  listenixig  to  a  sermon  preached 
in  St.  Basil* 8  Church,  Toronto t  with  mach 
eloquence  by  a  confrere,  he  remarked: 

"He  had  nothing  to  say  and  he  said  it  well.»^ 


Vinc«at  Ignatiua  Dcmnelly,  l871-19^       20 

F  ther  Donnelly  was  fond  of  quoting  poetry  in 
hie  sermons*  One  of  his  favorite  quotaticms 


"Vhen  I  an  deadt  When  I  aa  dead« 

!nie  stars  will  still  eJiine  overhead." 


Joseph  HeydoBt  1857-1935  21 


Vhen  Father  Heydon  was  in  his  early  sixties  and 
Father  Charles  D<movan  was  a  newly  ordained 
priest,  they  got  into  a  discussi<m  about  the 
age  of  Basilians  at  death.  Father  Donovan 
needled  Father  Heydon: 

•*1!he  good  die  yoang*" 

*»You  are  going  to  lire  to  a  ripe  old  age'% 
rejoined  Father  Heydon* 


Charles  Patrick  DcmoTan  22 

Daring  the  debate  about  the  revised  vow  of 
poverty  in  the  year  1922-1923t  it  was  reported 
that  Bi^op  Michael  Fallon  was  of  the  opinion 
that  Basilians  would  ne'ver   be  able  to  keep  it* 
Some  young  priests  were  discussing  this  one  day 
and  cme  asked  Father  Donovan  what  he  was  going 
to  do* 

**CbI  I  signed  up  for  it.** 

**Do  you  think  Basilians  can  keep  it?^* 

**D(»i*t  worry  about  thaf ,  was  his  answer* 


Jaises  Wilfrid  Dore  23 

Fathers  Wilfrid  Dore  and  Russell  Pendergast 
were  sent  to  Edmonton  in  August  19^3  to  take 
over  St»  Joseph's  College  fr«i  the  Christian 
Brothers.  They  went  by  train*  As  the  train 
approached  £d]nont(mt  Father  Dore  asked: 

••How  ffluch  money  have  you,  Russ?" 

Father  Pendergast  had  about  $35«00«  Father 
Dore  then  to<^  stock  of  his  own  finances*  He 
had  S60#00«  Adding  the  two  he  observed: 

•♦It  is  not  enou^  Russ*  We  have  got  to  stay.*' 


John  Gerrard  Dou^eny  2k 

After  Father  Robert  Crooker  vas  appointed 
Secretary  (Registrar)  of  the  Pontifical  Institute 
of  Mediaeval  Studies,  he  continued  to  spend  more 
tiae  at  St»  Basil*  s  Seminary  that  his  courses 
in  Cancm.  law  strictly  required.  To  scaae 
scholastics  he  seesed  to  be  there  all  the  tij^* 
One  day  John  Bougheny  reoarked: 

••*niere  is  something  spodqr  about  hia»  I  see 
hia  coning  cmt  of  rooast  but  I  never  see  hia 
going  into  th«B«*^ 


Albert  Pierre  DuMouchel^  I856-I925        ^. 

When  Father  Eobert  Miller,  a  priest  of  the 
Archdiocese  of  Toronto,  was  grovdng  up  in  St* 
Basil* 8  Parish,  Father  DoKouchel  would  sooe- 
tises  say  to  his: 

••Sober 1 1  The  Boberts  were  never  famous  for 
their  sanctitj«" 


Wilfrid  John  Dv/er  26 

After  he  was  appointed  to  the  University  of  St, 
llhoaasy  Father  Wilfrid  Dwyer  used  a  favorite 
repression  of  his  only  once  in  class  because 
the  expression: 

**Ordert  6entlea»i«" 

brought  forth  the  respoaouBe: 

Tour  beers*" 


aaU  Jerome  Welty,  1888-1962  27 

Fathers  Welty  and  Wilfrid  Dwjer  were  close 
friends*  When  Father  Dwyer  %fas  elected  delegate 
to  the  General  Chapter  of  I960  by  St,  John 
lisher  College t  he  visited  Father  Welty  in  the 
Infirmary  at  St.  Michael *8  College*  He  vas 
rather  proud  of  the  trust  shown  his  by  his 
ccmfreres  in  Rochester  and  let  Father  Welty 
know  this*  Whereupon  Father  Welty  observed: 

**They  aost  have  been  hard  up**^ 


John  Joseph  Francis  Firth  28 

Father  Francis  Firth  was  short  of  stature «  not 
gifted  with  a  physique  ia  keeping  with  his 
extraordinary  mental  powers «  but  he  was  not 
%rithout  a  sense  of  husor*  For  sons  years  he 
wore  a  decrepit  hat  that  aoany  confreres  thou^t 
should  be  replaced*  In  answer  to  persistent 
queries  as  to  \diy  he  was  wearing  it,  he  wryily 
reaarked: 

'^It  keeps  away  the  girls*" 


Jc^iii  Joseph  Francis  Firth  29 

After  the  opening  of  the  new  St*  Basil* a  Smsiaary 
in  September  1951t  Sunday  work  was  apportioned 
among  the  staff.  Father  Firth  was  appointed  to 
Beavert(m.  A  confrere  congratulated  hia  and  to 
these  congratulations  he  replied: 

^I  did  not  see  what  was  so  wonderful  about  going 
to  Bearerton  until  ^saw  what  were  the  altem-* 
atives*" 

These  were  the  Mercer  Hef ormatory  for  Female 
Prisoners  and  the  Ontario  Hospital  for  the 
Insane  in  Torcmto* 


Bobert  Matthew  Fischette,  191>1970        » 

One  da^  at  the  curial  house.  Father  Hubert 
Coughlin  %#as  coisplaiAing  about  Stanley  Kutz 
and  his  propaganda  in  favor  of  a  review  of  the 
traditional  teaching  of  the  Catholic  Church 
Imposing  birth  control*  Father  Cou^lin  noted; 

**Be  is  in  favor  of  birth  c<mtrol  in  every  con- 
ceivable way.** 

^In  every  inconceivable  way",  corrected  Father 
Fischette* 


George  Bernard  Flahif  f  3J1 

Whwi  Father  Flahif f  was  elected  Superior  General 
in  195^f  his  sister  with  the  Sisters  of  Charity, 
aimt  hia  a  telegram: 

^Alas  tSj  poor  brother*** 

It  was  followed  by  a  letter  with  a  clipping 
c^ataining  an  adrertisement  for  a  beef  soup 
in  which  a  large  bull  looks  at  a  cube  of  ^e 
■anufacturer*8  concentrate  and  lasents: 

**Ala6lVy  poor  brother*" 


Jdm  Gerard  Freneli  52 

One  day  at  Catholic  Central  High  School  in 
Detroit  t  Father  James  Eisbaer  began  to  extoll, 
in  his  eblmlient  manner «  the  virtues  of  Father 
French.  One  after  another  he  ran  off  a  litany 
of  virtues*  Vhen  he  had  said  what  he  wanted 
to  say,  the  confreres  standing  arcmnd  were 
wondering  i^iat  Father  French  would  say  to  this 
fulsome  eulogy*  They  had  not  long  to  wait: 

•^<m  forgot  chastity  ••♦ 


Jc^m  Joseph  GXaria  33 

When  Father  Jdbn  GlaTin  went  to  Assuo^)ti(»i  Hig^ 
School  as  a  boarder,  it  was  the  first  ni^t  he 
had  spent  away  from  h<»Be  and  he  %as  terribly 
toaesick.  Two  or  three  days  later  he  wrote  his 
Biother  abcmt  coming  hoiae» 

As  it  happened  the  letter  arrived  during  the 
course  of  visit  frcan  her  brother  who  worked  in 
the  Patent  Office  in  Ottawa*  She  showed  him 
the  letter  and  asked  his  advice*  He  calmed 
her  distress  by  saying  this  was  not  unsual: 

**Advise  him  to  stick  it  out  until  Christmas 
and  promise  that  when  he  comes  home  on  bdlidays 
you  %rill  talk  it  over*" 

He  followed  up  this  counsel  with  another  ^ae: 

•HTou  should  s«id  John  on  for  law*  I  don^t 
think  he  missed  a  single  point  in  making  his 
case  for  coming  home  at  once*"* 

As  it  turned  out,  two  weeks  later  the  "potential 
lawyer"  was  quite  happy  at  boarding  school. 


Qerald  Telesphore  Gregoire  3^ 

Fg^ther  Gregoire  was  appointed  first  rector  of 
the  Basilian  House  of  Studies  opened  in  Windsor* 
July  1963»     In  October  of  the  sane  year  he  was 
Tisiting  at  St.  }tiLchael*s  College  School  in 
Toronto  and  cme  priest  asked  his  what  he  thou^E^t 
of  soBe  of  the  liberal  views  on  the  religious 
life  held  by  sense  confreres  in  Windsor  *  aiscmg 
tliea  »:holastics*  He  replied: 

^  have  made  up  oy  mind  on  only  (me   thing*  If 
a  scholastic  will  not  obey,  out  he  goes*" 


Edward  Joseph  Hartmaxm,  1904-1957  55 

Fg^ther  Allen  Geneca  was  an  inquisitive  schol- 
astic who  did  not  hesitate  to  a^  on  occasions 
personal  questions*  One  day  at  Assuiaption 
College  he  asked  Father  ^artsann: 

•Wiy  is  your  face  always  so  red?** 

In  a  split  second  cane  the  answer: 

"Kneeling  too  close  to  the  vigil  li^ts*" 


Edward  Joseph  ^artmamit  190^1957         36 

Father  Hartmsum  had  served  for  a  nunber  of  years 
with  the  Hoyal  Canadian  Air  Force  as  a  chaplain 
overseas*  When  he  died  in  Vindsor  sooe  veterans 
suggested  that  a  military  touch  would  be  approp- 
riate at  his  funeral*  They  arramged  for  a 
soldier  to  play  the  bagpipes  as  the  coffin  was 
being  carried  froo  the  church  to  the  hearse* 
Afterwards,  Father  Thosas  H^ouey  who  knew  that 
Father  ^%rt!Bann*s  fajaily  had  been  hotel  keepers 
suggested: 

**£d  would  have  liked  that  touch  of  Scotch  at 
his  funeral*** 


Ihons  Joseph  Heydon,  1857-1935  37 


During  his  last  years »  at  St*   Michael^s  College, 
Father  Heydon  listened  one  Siinday  to  the  priests 
discussing  their  Sunday  work»  He  had  been  in 
good  health  and  that  morning  had  been  asked  to 
aay  Kasa  at  a  convent  where  the  sisters  urged 
hi»  to  say  a  few  words.  lamensely  proud  of 
having  being  able  to  pr€«ch,  Father  Beydon  pro- 
elaiaedi 

♦♦I  preached  isyself  this  ooming*^* 

**!  also  preached  this  morning,  but  I  preached 
Christ  Crucified*^  put  in  one  of  his  listeners. 


Albert  iJdward  Josei^x  Hurley  t  187^1966     38 

Father  Barley  serwed  as  Superior  at  the  Sendnary 
in  Laporte«  Texas «  for  a  short  tiae«  later  in 
his  life  %^en  he  %iaa  with  confreres  who  were 
talking  about  a  new  superior  he  would  renaxic: 

"I  once  had  a  bit  of  authority  sgrself  •'* 


Donald  Joseph  KcHeil  39 

When  Father  IversAi  was  treasurer  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  St.  Michael *s  College,  Toronto ,  he  bou^t 
a  beagle  tdiich  he  called  Punch*  Re  vas  frequently 
seen  tedkizig  with  his  dog  and  this  pr(»pted  a  pm 
froa  Father  HcHeil: 

"fbere  goes  Punches  Pilot  (P<mtius  Pilate)". 


John  RLchael  Kelly  ^ 

C3be  day  when  he  vas  Presid^it  of  the  UniTersity 
of  St.  Michael's  College,  Father  Kelly  was  resH 
iniscing  ab<mt  his  first  coising  to  the  institu- 
tion* He  caa^  with  his  brother  Joe*  When  they 
left  h(»ie,  his  mother  gave  all  their  mcmey  to 
Joe  and  strictly  enjoined  him  nto  to  give  any 
to  John*  They  toc^  the  Bay  street  car  up  from 
the  union  station  and  autter  one  glance  at  St* 
Miehael*s  Jc^m  asked  Joe  for  the  fare  home* 
Nothing  doing*  A  week  later  he  made  another 
ai^eal  and  met  with  refusal* 

''At  Christmas  time  we  both  went  home  for  the 
holidays*  Joe  stayed  home  and  never  came  near 
the  College  again*  And  here  I  am  still  around*** 


Edmund  Jodepli  McCorkell  ^1 

After  a  year  on  graduate  studies.  Father  Janes 
Keen  vas  appointed  to  the  diversity  of  Windsor* 
Father  McCorkell,  religious  superior  of  the 
Basilians  teaching  at  the  University,  gare  Father 
Keon  his  tisetable  froa  the  Head  of  the  Hiilos- 
ophy  Bepaurtisent*  It  was  exactly  what  Father 
Keon  had  hoped  for  and  he  expressed  his  delist* 
This  drew  from  Father  McCoiicell: 

^I  aa  not  so  souch  e<aicemed  with  how  pleased  you 
are  with  the  courses  you  have  been  given  to  teach 
as  I  aa  with  how  pleased  the  students  will  be 
%fith  your  teaching*** 


Iffttthev  Ambrose  Killoran  42 

Father  John  Murphy  preached  the  sermon  at  the 
funeral  of  Father  Thomas  McGoaey  and  in  doing 
so  deliyered  a  fiilsome  eulogy  of  the  deceased* 
At  the  end  of  the  sermon  Father  Killoran 
whispered  to  Father  Robert  Scollard  vho  was 
sitting  beside  hia: 

••Is  there  a  rebuttal?** 


Hatthew  Anbrose  KiUoran  ^3 

Father  Killoran  vas  equally  veil  known  for  his 
mmmorj  and  for  his  wit*  One  day  a  lady  phoned 
hia  at  St.  Anne*s  in  Detroit: 

*7ather  would  you  visit  ny  husband  in  the 
hospital?  We  have  not  lived  in  St*  Anne*s  for 
nineteen  years t  but  I  know  he  would  to  see  you* 
I  am  Mrs*  Killer*  You  would  not  remember  me*" 

**IlteBeffiber  you!  Why  are  you  not  Mrs*  Miller 
irtio  lived  at  97  -  25th  Avenue?** 

"Oh  I  Father  you  did  remember  us  after  all 
these  years*" 

After  some  further  small  talk,  Mrs*  Miller  asked 
if  the  rioting  had  reached  St*  Anne*8*  Father 
Killoran  assured  her  that  it  had  not^  but  it 
had  cose  close*  fh«i  he  asked: 

"Does  you  husband  still  have  all  those  guns?** 

This  astounded  Mrs*  Miller  and  she  went  on  to 
marvel  at  his  armory* 

"I  have  not  seen  you  for  years,  but  I  have  gone 
to  confession  to  you  many  times*" 

Father  Killoran  could  not  resist: 

"And  I  remember  all  your  sins*" 

"  I  wouldnU  doubt  it",  said  Mrs*  Miller  getting 
in  the  last  word* 


Iftwrence  Jaoes  Lac«yt  1908»1968  kk 

Father  Lacey  was  inclined  to  be  secretive  about 
his  movements,  especially  when  he  went  away  on 
a  72  hoar  permission*  This  made  confreres  sore 
curious  about  where  he  vent*  During  one  such 
absence  from  St*  Anne*s  Churchy  Houston,  Father 
John  Glavin  bet  Father  Lee  Higgins  23  cents 
that  he  could  not  find  out  where  Father  ^cey 
had  been*  On  Father  ^cey*s  return.  Father 
Higgins  ai^ed: 

•^lan  to  man,  with  no  evasiixi,  %^ere  were  you?'' 
'*Out  in  the  sun**,  case  the  truthful  answer* 


Francis  Joseph  Launtrie  ^ 

During  his  first  year  at  St.  John  Chrysoston 
Church  in  San  Juan  de  Aragm,  Father  launtrie 
ifas  called  upon  by^^e  Sisters  to  deal  with  an 
obstreporcms  drunk*  ^e  san  %ias  using  foul 
language  in  both  English  and  Sx>anish«  What  he 
saind  in  Qfiglish  made  Father  Launtrie  blush  | 
the  sisters  not  knowing  English  were  blushing 
at  what  he  was  saying  in  Spanish*  Next  day 
the  Sisters  asked  Father  Max  Murphy  how  Father 
Launtrie  felt  after  his  experience* 

•fPired",  was  the  reply*  laien  case  an  explan- 
ation: 

'*Ee  spent  the  ni^t  looking  up  words  in  his 
Spanish  dictionary*** 


Eagffitie  Carlisle  LeBel  k6 

Father  Wilfrid  Dwyer  dtiring  his  student  daj^ 
at  Assuoption  College  iias  once  called  to  Father 
Forster^s  office  to  meet  his  pastor,  ll<mignor 
Stanley  who  was  visiting  the  College  in  the 
company  of  Monsignor  Aylward,  pastor  of  Samia* 
Msgr*  Aylward  inqidored  of  Father  Forsters 

"How  is  iB^  boy,  LeBel,  doing?^ 

**Best  all-rottnd  boy  since  the  days  of  Pamell 
Mahoney",  casm  the  answer  # 

Monsignor  Mahoney  was  then  rector  of  St.  Peter*s 
Seminary  and  Vicar  Qeneral  of  the  Diocese  of 
Londoa* 


BR¥id  Alfred  Lerack^   1922-1960  k? 

One  day  Father  Levaek  was  reMniscing  with 
confreres  about  life  in  the  Seminary: 


**f!ather  Lajeimesse  would  look  at  se  as  if  I 
had  done  something  not  in  keeping  with  the 
Rale  9  and  I  would  lode  right  back  at  him  as 
if  I  had  not*" 


\4 


Dft¥id  Alfred  Lerack,  1922*1960  kS 

Obe  day  Father  ^vack  vras  playing  golf  in  sports 
clothes  and  on  the  links  he  met  up  with  a 
stranger  who  in  the  course  of  their  conyersation 
asked: 

••Do  you  have  any  faadly?** 

*%me  to  speak  of"^  was  Father  Levack^s  reply • 


GbArl«6  Edward  l^eb  ^ 

After  his  profession  in  1952t  Father  I^ch  vas 
appointed  to  St«  Basil's  Seminary  to  complete 
his  Arts  course  at  St*  Michael* s  College*  To- 
wards the  end  of  that  school  year  he  confided 
to  another  scholastic  that  he  had  never  used 
the  elevator  in  the  Sesinary  because  every  tine 
he  pressed  the  huttca  it  signalled  **In  use*** 
S<»iebody  ali^ays  seemed  to  beat  his  to  it* 


Benjamin  Nicholas  Fornert  l899-19'»8        50 

Father  Fomer  was  tall,  hearily  budllt,  and  vhen 
his  football  days  were  over  put  on  veigjit*  He 
lived  on  the  priests*  flat  at  St*  Michael •s 
College t  Torcmto^  opposite  Father  Hobert  NcBrady 
who  used  to  refer  to  bin  as: 

»K)ld  Ponderosity*** 


Robert  McBrady,  18W-1936  51 

Ob«  •oming  in  the  Spring  of  1929 1  Father  McBrady 
eaat  back  frois  saying  Nass  at  St.   Joseph* a 
Convent  and  not  feeling  well  went  to  bed*  It  was 
the  first  tine  in  aany  years  that  he  was  sick 
enough  to  stay  in  bed*  Dr*  Knowltcm  was  called 
and  diagnosed  a  severe  case  of  pneumonia*  The 
Superior  was  advised  that  Father  McBrady  would 
have  to  stay  in  bed  and  that  he  would  require 
nursing  care*  The  first  nurse  arrived  and  %^en 
Father  McBrady  saw  her  enter  his  roomt  ^®  tried 
to  get  out  of  bed*  He  was  so  weak  that  she 
^isily  kept  hiis  under  the  covers*  Finally  he 
did  aanage  to  sit  up  and  exclaia: 

**%ings  have  come  to  a  pretty  pass  when  a  aaa 
can  be  constrained  to  his  bed  by  a  pair  of 
iapudoEit  hussies*** 


Bobert  McBrady,  1848-1936  52 

i^Miking  at  the  (k>l(ien  Jubilee  of  Assuaption 
College  in  1920«  an  occasion  idiich  was  also 
the  fiftieth  anniTersary  of  his  own  association 
with  the  college*  Father  lk:Brady  remarked: 

**!  feel  that  I  as  in  an  age  that  I  knov  not*** 


fiobert  Mcteady,  18^-1936  55 

Vhen  Monsignor  Jaaes  Sheridan  came  to  Toronto 
earlj  in  the  centtix^  as  a  nevly  ordained  priest 
froM  Ireland  t  he  felt  l(mely  and  a  fellov 
priest  brought  him  up  to  St#  Michael* s  College 
for  the  patr<aial  feast  on  September  29  th* 
Father  llc&rady  preached  at  the  Hi^  Mass,  re«> 
calling  the  earlj  days  of  ^e  College  and  the 
bene»factions  of  Captain  Haslej*  A  dinner 
follo%red  and  afterwards  Msgr*  Sheridan  found 
an  opportunity  to  congratulate  the  preacher  on 
his  seraon*  He  also  said  6<»iething  ab<^t  what 
a  fine  nan  Captain  KLosley  imist  have  been* 

**fie  was  a  p^apoua  ass**,  replied  Father  McBrady. 


that  soBent  Msgr*  Sheridan  began  a  life* 
Icmg  friendship  with  ^e  Basilians* 


Robert  McBrady,  18^^1936  5* 

One  Sunday  eTeningt  about  1918 t  the  appointed 
preacher  did  not  show  up  for  the  evening  senaoa 
in  St*  Basil *s  Church*  Fa^er  Joseph  Muckle 
turned  to  Father  McBi^dy  and  said: 

"Tou^ll  have  to  preachy  Father  McBrady." 

"I  can^t*  I  aa  not  prepared**,  answered  Father 
IteBrady  who  always  wrote  out  his  seracnis  and 
aesorised  them* 

••Bat  I  have  preached  without  preparation •% 
rejoined  Father  Ifodcle  who  was  cmly  a  few  yeaxn 
ordained  at  the  tine* 

**And  it  sounded  like  it",  caae  back  Father  ItoBrady, 


Robert  McBrady^  18^-1936  55 

Maxiy  anasijag  stories  are  told  about  Father  McBrady 
daring  his  last  years  when  his  aiemory  began  to 
fail*  One  day  he  reported  to  the  Superior^ 
Father  Henry  Belliale^  that  he  had  locked  him* 
self  out  of  his  room«  The  treasurer  was  not 
around  to  provide  a  duplicate  key»  Finally  a 
confrere  with  great  difficulty  pried  open  the 
transc»f  crawled  down  inside  the  rooBi  and  opened 
the  door*  Father  KcBrady  thanked  him  graciously 
and  reiaax^eds 

♦•Row  if  I  ^aoB   in  Annonay  I  would  not  have  put 
you  to  all  this  trouble  because  1  hare  a  key 
for  B^  rooB  at  Annonay»" 

And  %fith  this  he  pulled  out  of  his  pocket  the 
key  to  his  rooiB  at  St«  Hichael*8« 


Leonard  Albert  McCann»  I9O8-I966  56 

Vhen  Father  McCann  was  teaching  Theology  at 
Mmmmptlcm  University  of  Windsor,  he  vas  asked 
to  give  a  spiritual  conference  to  the  schol- 
astics %dio  ifere  studying  there*  He  opened  the 
ccmference  with  these  words: 

"Just  because  you  are  going  round  in  circles  ^ 
d<»i*t  think  that  you  are  a  big  idieel  with  Qod«' 


-^^?i.'-  -i******* 


Sdnnrnd  Joseph  HcCoxicell  97 

Kather  MeCorkell  daring  his  term  of  office  m 
Sux>erior  of  St*  Michael *8  College  one  day  ap- 
pointed Father  Oliver  to  preach  at  St«  Joseph's 
Ckmyent*  Father  Michael  Oliver  a^ed: 

*ntfhat  shall  I  preach  on?" 

Father  McCoxicellt  thinking  of  the  poor  acoustics 
in  the  old  chapel  at  the  c<mvent  answered  after 
a  mmmnt   of  th<Hight; 

**&ej  vc»i*t  be  able  to  hear  yoa^     Preach  on 
anything  you  vant*** 


fidimmd  Joseph  HcGorkell  3& 

One  day  Father  McCorkell  went  to  hear  Professor- 
Poet  E.J.  Pratt  read  selections  from  his  poetry 
in  Convocation  Hall  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Catholic  Women's  League.  Afterwards  he  oet  in 
a  group  a  girl  with  \fhom  he  had  attended  school 
in  Orillia*  He  knew  her  aaiden  naae  but  could 
not  recall  her  ssurried  nase  and  therefore  opened 
the  conversati(m  by  asking: 

♦•Have  you  ever  h^urd  Professor  Pratt  recite  his 
poetry  before?** 

She  sailed  at  hiss  and  suddenly  it  dawned  on  his 
that  his  classiaate  was  now  Mrs*  Pratt » 

••And  she  told  the  story  all  over  the  I&iiversity 
of  Tor<»ito»%  lasented  Father  IteCoiicell. 


Edfliund  Joseph  MeCoricell  59 

In  conyersation  Father  HeCorkell  vas  f€UK>ti8 
for  little  side  resarks*  These  soawtiaee  case 
out  elseiidieret  not  always  intentionally*  He 
was  preaching  at  the  funeral  of  Father  Fz*ancis 
A*  ^i^alsh  in  St.  Anne*6  Churchy  Detroit s 

'*FSKther  Valsh  was  a  popilar  priest «  He  had 
nany  friends  —  of  one  sort  or  another  •" 

Those  who  did  not  know  Father  Mcozicell  took 
the  aside  as  a  dei^riptioi  of  the  iraried  people 
\iho  were  friends  of  Father  Valsh*  ThoBe   idio 
knew  the  preacher  ecognized  in  the  resark 
disapproval  of  certain  friends* 


Daniel  Gordon  Macdonald  €0 

m  ■■"III 

Father  Iteedonald  was  hearily  built «  well  crwer 
200  p<3«md8  in  weight*  His  brother  was  a  medical 
doctor  and  quite  concerned  about  Qord<m*8  %reig^t 
problem*  One  day  he  %frote  a  long  letter  suggest" 
ing  a  reducing  progran*  This  well<»intentioned 
but  unsolicited  advice  was  resented  by  Gordon 
who  showed  his  displeasure  by  enclosing  in  an 
envelope  the  last  seraon  he  had  preached  and 
sailing  it  to  his  brother* 


Aloysius  KacBooald  '4k. 


Father  T,A.  MacDonald  %mm  alvays  an  active 
and  had  bsblH  syopathy  for  those  vho  were  not 
woricing.  When  Father  Joseph  Villett  sick  and 
Tinable  to  teach ^  though  active  enough  in  oanj 
other  ways.  Father  MacDonald  imintaineds 

*^The  only  lazy  man  frcm  New  Brunswick*** 

lAien  Father  Willett  died,  one  ccmfrere  reproached 
hiat 

*^laybe  now  you  will  adsit  that  he  was  sick*** 

"^Sick  nothing*  Just  too  las^  to  breathe*** 


Joseph  Edward  McOahey,  1902-19^5  62 

Or*  F^rancis  Leddyt  Dean  of  Arts  at  the  UnlTersity 
of  Saskatcheiian  and  later  President  of  the  Uni* 
Tersity  of  Windsor  was  a  great  admirer  of  Father 
IteOahey*  Manmg  his  stories  about  his  vas  one 
hov  as  a  young  priest  he  found  himself  in  North 
Bay  and  vent  to  the  cathedral  rectory*  A  priest 
opened  the  door  and  inrited  him  in*  Then  Father 
McGahey  noticed  that  the  elderly  priest  had  a 
bit  of  red  showing  underneath  his  collar*  A 
little  eii^>arrassed  at  haTing  called  him  »Yather" 
he  apologized s 

'*Tou  most  be  at  least  a  M  nsignor^* 

Raising  his  hand  and  tapping  Father  McGahey  *8 
head  with  his  episcopal  ringt  Bishop  Scollard 
repeated: 

**At  lecuBt  a  M^nsignor*  At  least  a  Kcmsignor'** 

An  apocryphal  Tersion  has  it  that  the  Bishop 
conked  him  on  the  head  with  the  episcopal  ring. 


Thopas  McGouey^  190^1969  63 


T   ther  McOouey  was  an  ardent  gardener  when  he 
was  on  the  staff  of  St.  Hary^s  Boys*  Hig}i 
School  in  Cal^Eury»  He  was  quite  proud  of  the 
grounds  around  the  Basilian  residence^  but  one 
problem  baffled  hia«  nasely  dandelions  in  the 
lawn.  Pulling  them  out  was  not  the  answer* 
The  suggestions  of  neighboring  gardeners  were 
likewise  ineffectiTe^  so  he  wrote  to  the 
Alberta  Department  of  Agriculture*  Hie  answer 
case  quickly  in  a  letter  full  of  sympathy  for 
his  problem*  %ere  was  a  long  explanation  of 
the  failure  of  the  r^iedies  that  had  been  tried 
and  the  letter  concluded: 

"Father^  y<m  will  just  hare   to  learn  to  lore 


'RkomoLB  John  KcQuire,  1891-1964  6k 


Father  McGuire  attended  the  centennial  of  the 
BEisilian  Fathers  in  Oven  Sound*  1863*1963# 
Included  in  the  eT^ite  of  the  day  long  celeb* 
ration  vas  the  blessing  of  St«  Basil's  School 
on  the  vest  side  of  town*  A  large  crovd 
turned  outt  but  no  public  address  system  had 
been  provided  and  only  those  close  to  the 
platfora  could  hear  the  speakers*  !Iliose  at 
the  back  of  the  crowd  could  not*  Among  those 
on  the  fringe  was  Father  McGuire  who  was  greet** 
ing  old  acquaintances*  later  in  the  day  a  con- 
frere %dio  had  not  attended  the  blessing  asked 
Father  Mc<^re: 

**John,  how  were  the  speeches?*^ 

"Fine.  They  didn't  interfere  with  conversation 
at  all'*»  was  the  rep3^« 


ThoMus  J<^m  McQuire,  l891--196^  65 


When  Father  McGuire  vas  Superior  at  St.   Thomas 
High  School  in  Houston  t  on  Good  Friday  soming 
after  an  early  Mass  of  the  Pre-Sanctified, 
Fathers  Joseph  Kuckle,  £^sil  Plourde  and  Sison 
Perdue  vent  out  and  played  golf*  Oa.  their 
return  they  were  talking  about  their  gaa^  until 
Father  McGuire  i«it  in: 

'^If  I  were  you,  I  would  not  boast  about  playing 
golf  on  Good  Friday*** 


Thooas  John  McGuiret  1891-1964  66 

When  Father  McGuire  %ias  superior  of  St,  Thoaaa 
ntgi  School,  Houstcm,  the  staff  %ras  ssall.  One 
evening  they  were  enjoying  a  poker  gaae^  Father 
Joseph  Kuckle  had  a  run  of  poor  cards  and  to  change 
his  luck  he  took  the  deck  of  cards  and  thrmr  it 
across  the  e(»iimmity  room.  Father  Siatm  Perdue 
lias  there  as  a  ^holastict  aged  29 1  and  of 
course  the  scholastic  was  expected  to  help 
Father  Muckle  pick  up  the  cards.  Father  Buckleys 
luck  did  not  change,  and  a  second  tiae  he  threw 
the  cards.  This  tiae  Father  ite%ire  showed  dLa^ 
pleasure  at  such  a  way  of  breaking  a  jinx  by 
telling  Mr,  Perdue: 

*^L»t  Father  Muckle  pick  up  his  own  cards*** 


John  McGuire^  1891-196^  6? 

When  Father  Oliver  Moloney  was  chaplain  of  St. 
Michael's  Hospital  he  acquired  some  local  repu- 
tati^:i  for  being  able  to  Tisit  a  patient  at  the 
■osent  of  death.  Father  McGuire  was  a  patient 
there  but  the  doctor  had  given  no  warning  of 
an  early  death.  His  breathing  would  stop  and 
then  start  agadln.  Father  Malley  was  keeping  a 
bedside  vigil  and  took  a  few  minutes  to  glance 
at  the  ooming  paper.  Father  Moloney  cas^  into 
the  roc»: 

father  McQuire  isn*t  breathing.** 

**I  kn<»i.  His  breathing  stops  and  starts  •** 

"But  Father t  it  isn't  starting  again." 

Father  Moloney  had  arrived  Just  at  the  BKMsent 
of  death. 


Terence  Patrick  JteLaughlint  190>1970      68 

One  day  when  dlsctissing  some  action  of  Father 
Bobert  Scollxard^  Father  McLaughlin  reaaiiced: 

**Ee  is  a  BBii  vho  always  acts  on  principle* 
He  aakes  thes  up  as  he  goes  along*** 


Terence  Patrick  McLaugJilin,  1903-1970      69 


After  his  appointanit  ma   Superior  of  St.   Mich«- 
ael*6  College  t  Father  McLaoghliB  broke  with 
traditicm  by  haTing  the  treasurer «  Father 
^BMn  MacDonald  keep  a  supply  of  liquor  in 
his  office  and  it  was  there  that  the  Superior 
entertained  guests*  One  day  Father  Louis 
Bondy  who  was  disturbed  by  this  Tiolation  of 
an  existing  rule  pointed  out  to  Father  McLau^lin 
that  all  liquor  should  be  kept  in  the  Superior's 
office  and  not  in  the  treasurer's* 

•rrhat's  the  way  I  like  it  and  the  way  it  will 
be"t  tffts  the  brief  and  to  the  point  answer  of 
Father  McLaughlin* 


Teroice  Patrick  McLaughlin »  1903~1970      70 

Describing  his  visit  to  a  wka«  Father  HcLang^lin 
reaarked  that  when  the  funeral  parlor  closed  he 
was  invited  to  the  home  of  the  deceased  for  an 
Irish  wake  that  did  more   to  console  the  living 
than  to  help  the  dead*      , 


Robert  McBrady,  l8^»8-1936  71 

Father  KcBrady  vas  both  the  soul  of  charity  and 
thm  saster  of  the  apt  phrase «  One  day  seeing  a/wv4bM/ 
who  required  assistance  to  keep  on  his  feet  he 
obserred: 

**I  would  not  say  he  was  drunk^  but  the  color  of 
his  physiogonoay  invites  criticism*** 


Ian  NalcolB  MefiM  72 


When  Father  McBae  was  a  scholastic  at  St* 
Basil's  Seadnary,  Father  Francis  Orsini  one   day 
invited  his  to  his  office  to  talk  about  coa* 
plaints  concerning  the  asals  and  in  particular 
ccmceming  a  '^fara  sausage"  that  had  been  an 
the  senu  rather  regularly*  Father  McBae  ex«» 
plained  his  position  in  these  vordst 

«You  have  fidsunderstood  s»^  Father.  The  reascai 
I  was  not  eating  the  *^farB  sausage**  was  not  that 
I  objected  to  it,  but  be^LUse  so  few  were  eating 
it  that  I  felt  if  I  ate  it  I  would  not  be  eating 
the  coaacn  fare*** 


Sogene  Robert  Malley  75 

At  the  centennial  dinner  of  the  Basilian 
Fathers  in  Windsor »  1870-1970 »  Father  Malley 
said  of  Cardinal  George  Flahif f  vhen  intro- 
ducing head  table  guests; 

fhe  Stxpertor  Gmteral  used  to  live  at  St.  Basil* s 
Seminary  until  the  I96O  General  Chapter  when  a 
motion  of  mine  that  they  more  to  a  separate 
curial  residence  found  favor.  After  that  every 
time  he  saw  met  Father  Flahiff  saw  red.  Nov 
every  tia»  I  see  him^   I  see  red*** 


Bttg^  Vincent  MBOlon  7^ 

The  St.  Michael's  College  Jtmior  A  hockey  tean 
of  which  Father  Nallon  uae  the  nanager  had  very 
fast  skaters  during  their  champicmship  years 
of  19Mf-A5  and  19^5-^*  Father  Mallai  thouj^t 
that  opposing  teans  when  playing  en  their  ho&e 
ice  tried  to  slow  down  the  St*  Michael's  edcaters 
by  keeping  the  ice  soft  in  their  rinks*  In 
retaliation  he  arranged  with  Maple  Leaf  Gardnes 
to  have  the  ice  surface  swpet  and  flooded  between 
each  period  as  in  professional  gaaes*  After  a 
hard  f  ou^t  series  with  Oshawa  the  College  teas 
was  ahead  7*0  at  the  end  of  the  second  period 
in  yhsit   would  be  the  final  gase*  This  was  played 
in  Oshawa*  There  was  little  the  hose  teas  fans 
could  cheer  for*  One  was  heard  to  c^isole  others 
with  these  words: 

*'At  least  we  don't  hare  to  watch  then  flodding 
the  rink  with  holy  water  between  periods*" 


Victorln  Harijon,  1851-1931  75 

When  they  were  youngsters  grovdng  up  in  St« 
Basil* s  Parish,  Toronto »  Father  Robert  S#  Miller 
and  the  future  biochemist,  Peter  Moloney,  for 
want  of  something  better  to  do  decided  to  visit 
Father  Marijon*  Father  Marijoa  concealed  any 
surprise  at  this  and  repressed  hiaself  as  de- 
lighted with  the  visit* 

**Tou  have  c(»»  to  see  ■••  I  aust  get  you  eome^ 
things" 

He  went  to  his  rooa  and  ease  back  with  a  Bwall 
box  of  candy  for  each  onem     They   thanked  hia 
profusely  and  went  hoae*  A  few  days  later  they 
decided  to  visit  Father  Narijcm  again*  Once  more 
he  expressed  his  pleasuz^et 

<nrou  have  cob»  to  see  me*  I  oust  get  something 
for  y«i." 

fhis  tiae  he  returned  from  his  room  with  two 
holy  cards*  The  two  boys  never  went  back  to 
visit  his. 


Patrick  Moloney  ^  I813-I88O  76 

rather  Moloney  urged  Father  Pierre  TotirvieiUe 
to  accept  a  fouzidaticaa  in  Tor^ito  in  a  letter 
dated  March  30 1  1852«  He  described  himself  as 
satisfied  with  his  life  in  Toronto: 

**because  I  aiB  over  ny  head  in  work,  and  I  do 
not  have  even  tjune  to  get  tired*** 


Peter  Kingdon  Moeteller  77 

Shortly  after  his  appointment  aa  Director  of 
Foraation  in  1965%  Father  Hosteller  vent  on  a 
Tisit  to  the  Basilian  Houses  in  Ottawa.  Father 
Wilfrid  Dwyer  toc^  him  to  the  ^vaian  House  at 
Carletim  University  and  introduced  his  to  a 
group  of  students,  title  and  all*  Then  he 
addeds 

**Perhaps  he  will  be  forcing  so^  of  you  one  day< 
One  yoking  san  |»2t  ini 

**Vell  I  as  safe*  I  as  an  Anglican*" 

To  this  Father  Itosteller  quietly  rejoined: 

^  iiAs  an  Anglican  ^ea  I  vas  in  University*** 


Hioms  Vincent  Hojlan,  1879-19^2  78 


¥h«n  Father  Carr  was  Superior  General  he  used 
to  invite  Father  Itojlan  who  had  been  in  the 
Novitiate  with  him  into  his  room  for  a  game  of 
bridge*  Father  Moylan  was  at  that  time  suffer* 
ing  from  sleeping  sickness*  One  day  he  took  a 
l<»ig  time  to  make  his  play  and  Father  Carr 
reminded  him: 

"It^s  yottr  play»  Tom^^ 

^  knowt  ^^t  it  would  help  if  I  could  keep  ^y 
eyes  open"t  was  Father  Moylan *s  explanation 
of  the  delay* 


Vincent  Moylant  1879-19^2         79 


Father  Moylan  one  day  gave  this  advice  to 
Fg^ther  Jack  Spratt  on  hew  to  get  along  with 
Superiors: 


^"XdAten  httsibly.  Dcn*t  contradeit  hdLs*  Then 
do  mm  yon  please*** 


Joseph  ThoMS  Hackle,  I887-I967  8O 

Fg^ther  Muckle  could  be  brusk  when  greeting  new- 
comers at  St*  Michael's  College*  One  morning 
he  spotted  a  bi^  redheaded  priest  in  the  college 
refect oryt  Father  Fitsspa trick  from  Brooklyn* 
He  went  up  to  hia  and  in  his  pre^-em^tory  sanner 
said: 

'^tfuckle's  the  naae*  Vhat*8  yours?  What  are  you 
going  to  be  doing?** 

ftKo  time  for  social  CQnventi<Hi6*  I*m  here  to 
study**,  replied  Father  Fit sspa trick  without  so 
as  shaking  hands* 


Heedless  to  say  he  left  within  a  mcmth,  leaving 
behind  a  string  of  legends* 


■i'^sUi. 


Joseph  Thomas  Muckle«  l887«'I967  8l 

Father  S*J.  0*Neill  enjoyed  good  health  during 
the  last  twenty  years  of  his  life  until  a  stomach 
complaint  was  diagnosed  as  cancer  and  he  wblb  giren 
about  six  BKmths  to  live.  Shortly  after  this 
teeaae  known  ^  Father  Muckle  observed  hia  reading 
a  novel  in  his  rooa*  He  came  down  to  Father 
Henry  Bellisle  %dio  icas  Superior  of  St*  Michael^s 
College  and  stormed: 

'^That  man  has  only  six  months  to  live*  Be  should 
be  preparing  for  death*** 

'^He  has  been  told*  He  knows  and  is  preparing 
for  death",  replied  Father  Bellisle  quietly* 

In  fact  Father  O'neill  lived  a  full  year  beyond 
the  six  months  given  to  him*  He  lived  his  usual 
life  until  a  couple  of  months  before  the  eisdm 


AlojaiuB  NBLcD<»iald«  82 

To  observe  the  centennial  of  the  Basilians  at 
Assizinptiont  1870-1970^  A0saflQ)tion  University 
granted  thirteen  honorary  degrees.  Former 
superiors  were  invited  to  the  convocation  and 
the  festivities  that  followed*  During  these 
one  confrere  said  to  Father  T«A.  MacDonald: 

*nrGO  should  have  gotten  one  of  those  degrees* 
You  were  the  one  %iho  kept  ilseusipticn  from 
bankruptcy  during  the  de;ression  years  •'^ 

Father  MacDonald  replied^ 

^I  got  one  ei^t  years  ago  and  not  once  have 
I  been  called  Doctor.^ 


Ernest  Paul  Magee  83 

Father  ^Jim^  Hagee  was  a  nan  of  few  words*  C^e 
confrere  observed: 

♦•He  is  not  the  san  to  say  a  word  if  ncme  will 
do.« 


]teg«R«  Bobert  Mallay  84 

Father  Kalley  acted  at  the  centennial  dinner 
of  the  Basiliane  in  Windsor,  l870-1970t  as  the 
toastnaster*  He  made  a  point  of  tirying  to  bring 
as  many  names  as  possible  and  these  references 
delisted  the  audience*  In  contrast  to  the 
speakers  the  toastmaster  was  lengthy,  so  when 
Bishop  Carter  was  called  upon  for  the  final 
speech,  he  saidi 

**We  should  be  able  to  finish  up  a  few  minutes 
after  ten,  unless  Father  KaUey  gets  loc^e  again* ^ 


Matthew  Thonas  Kale«>iy  83 

One  day  Father  Mulcahy  described  to  interested 
conferes  how  he  became  a  Basilian*  As  an  imder- 
graduate  he  had  attended  most  of  the  social 
functicms  in  most  of  the  colleges  of  the  Unirer- 
sity  of  Toronto  and  had  served  as  sports  editor 
^^  "Q^e  Varsity >  After  graduating  in  1932  he 
talked  with  Father  McCozicell  aboat  beeoaing  a 
priest  and  a  Basilian.  Father  McCorkell  advised: 

'*Qet  a  job  and  work  for  a  ecKiple  of  years  until 
you  settle  down*** 

Hatt  added  s 

"I  took  ei^t." 

First  he  thou^^t  of  studying  law^  one  of  his 
uncles  \^8  a  lawyer  and  later  a  judge*  He  called 
up  Osgoode  Hall  and  fcmnd  that  the  fees  were  $S50, 
payable  in  adimnce*  In  the  depression  years  this 
was  a  large  sun^  so  he  called  up  the  Ontario 
College  of  Education  and  was  told  that  tuition 
was  150  and  should «  if  possible,  be  paid  before 
Christnas*  This  decided  his  to  becose  a  teacher* 


James  Joseph  Murphyt  1888-196?  86 

fhe  farsers  at  the  Irish  Block  in  Oven  Sound 
parish  a^ed  Father  Kurphy  to  pray  for  a  badly 
needed  rain*  Father  Murphy  prayed,  and  it  rained 
and  rained  and  rained*  Thereafter  when  they 
needed  rain  the  farcers  a^ed  Father  Murphy: 

«7&ther|  Say  a  little  prayer  for  rain** 


Homan  Joseph  Murphy  8? 

When  Father  NorBan  Murphy  %pa8  Moderator  of 
Scholastics  at  Assumption  College,  scholastics 
spent  several  hours  a  day  in  aanual  labor  during 
the  suBflDer  months*  This  entailed  considerable 
supervision  of  their  voxic  on  his  part«  He  was 
therefore  nicknamed; 

**Horman  the  for^Ban*** 

His  work  assingments  were  not  always  kindly 
received  but  in  after  years  most  of  his  schol- 
astics spoke  of  him  as  one  of  the  most  ccmsiderate 
of  Moderators. 


Vincent  Joseph  Murphy  t  1S77-1933  88 

toly  Rosary  Parish  used  the  Novitiate  Chapel  for 
all  services  when  Father  Murphy  was  pastor*  At 
this  tiise  Father  Daniel  Gushing  was  confessor 
for  the  novices  az^  also  heard  in  the  chapel# 
He  was  a  popular  ccmfessor  and  on  Saturday  there 
would  be  a  long  line  in  front  of  his  confessionals 
Father  Murphy  would  cough  t  stamp  his  feet«  etc«t 
to  let  people  know  he  was  also  hearing*  He  would 
get  out  of  his  confessional  and  walk  up  and  down* 
Still  the  people  \tent   to  Father  Gushing*  One 
evening  Father  Murphy  stormed  into  the  sacristy 
and  told  the  novice  %^o  %#as  laying  vestments  for 
Sunday  Mass: 

*Wien  Father  Gushing  is  hearing,  everybody  wants 
to  go  to  him*  When  he  is  not  around,  then  any 
,  woaan  or  child  will  do*** 


Sdimmd  Francis  narrAjy  lBkk^l9^  0f 

Father  "Fish"  Murray  loved  to  preach,  to  the 
feast  of  the  Transfiguration  one  year  he  vent 
to  say  Mass  in  the  Central  Prison «  then  on 
Queen  Street  West  in  TorcmtOt  and  forgetting 
%diere  he  vas  gave  <xxt   as  his  texts  "Lord  it  is 
good  for  lis  to  be  here." 

In  his  sisplicity  he  told  his  eonferes  about 
his  semon  and  word  of  it  got  ar<^2nd  to  the 
students*  A  few  weeks  later  he  forgot  about 
a  sleep-in  that  had  been  granted  to  the  stud^its 
and  wttit  to  call  them  at  the  usual  tiise*  They 
greeted  his  with  the  words: 

**Lord  it  is  good  fc^  us  to  be  here"* 

Then  they  rolled  over  and  went  back  to  sleep* 


William  Hudsoa  Hurray 


lather  ViUiaa  •'Pike"  Hurray  retained  a  dry 
mmm^   of  humor  even  late  in  life  when  his 
memory  be^ui  to  fail  him.  One  day  at  Straw- 
berry Island  he  saw  a  group  of  ccoif  reres  making 
their  way  to  the  chapel  and  enquired  i^y*  On 
being  told  it  was  to  say  Compline «  he  remarked: 

**I  don*t  have  to  go.  I  am  dispensed  from  office. 
I  am  now  ex-officio*** 


—i^  v^U  ?r. 


ViUiaa  Hudson  Murray  91 

When  Father  Murray^s  oeBory  failed  noticeably 
in  his  early  80«s»  he  still  surprised  many  by 
what  he  did  reseaber*  liftien  Father  Robert 
ScoUard  told  his  about  the  death  of  Father 
Robert  Fischette^  he  asked $ 

•TO.d  you  knov  hia?« 

*H)f  course  I  knev  his*  I  had  hia  in  the 
Novitiate*** 

Father  Fischette  entered  on  the  fifth  of  August 
in  1931f  and  at  the  end  of  the  aonth  Father  E.J< 
)toCorkell  was  appointed  Msister  of  Novices* 


ViUiaa  Rndson  Murray  92 

In  his  80*  s  Father  Murray^  s  meaory  failed  badly* 
Qae  morning  he  came  down  to  breakfaat  and  told 
a  confrere: 

**My  meiBory  is  going*  I  ean*t  reBeaber  a  thing*** 

♦•Why  don't  you  do  something  about  it?* 

«Ab<mt  lAat?^ 

Father  Murray's  memory  vas  slow  %^en  he  got  up 
from  slaept  either  a  night's  rest  or  a  abort 
sa^* 


Villiaa  Rudscm  Murray  93 

In  his  later  years  Father  ''Pike"  Murray  was 
quite  forgetful*  One  day  Father  Dcmald  Faught 
charged  hias 

•^fere  you  at  Strawberry  Island  this  sumaer?" 

"Test  I  was»*' 

"How  coBe  you  can  rea^siber  being  there  ndien  you 
forget  what  happened  this  «>ming? 

^I  %ms  there  because  I  d(m*t  reaeaber  not  beiag 
thereat  vas  Father  )&irray*s  explanation* 


WilllaB  Hudson  mrray  9^ 

In  his  later  years  Father  Murray  was  absent** 
alnded*  Assumption  University  observed  the 
golden  jubilee  of  his  priestly  ordination  on 
Cttober  18,  1964,  and  he  was  invited  to  give 
Benedioticm  of  the  Blessed  Sacraxaent  at  5:30  and 
then  be  the  guest  of  honor  at  dinner  in  the 
University  of  Windsor  Centre*  At  3i2D  he  v^it  to 
Father  Edvard  Papi>ert  to  obtain  help  with  his 
collar  button,  explaining  that  he  wis  putting 
cm  his  suit  because  the  dinner  was  in  the  Univer* 
sity  Centre*  Father  Pappert  reodnded  hia: 

^*Bat  Father,  there  is  Benediction  fix^t!** 

•^t  will  be  all  right  to  go  in  igr  suit*" 

**But  Father  you  are  scheduled  to  give  it*** 

"0  Tea.  I  forgot  all  about  that.** 


Austin  David  0*Brimt  l89&-19^  95 

Vhwi  Father  Terence  McLaughlin  was  appointed 
superior  of  St*  Michael^s  College  in  19^^ 
Father  Thoouus  MacD<mald  was  appointed  treasurer  < 
Father  HacD<mald  cane  to  his  new  post  with  the 
reputaticoi  of  having  been  a  tou^  superior  at 
Assusptitm  College  and  Father  McLau^lin  soon 
acquired  a  like  reputation  for  strictness*  In 
▼iew  of  this  Father  O'Brien  nicknamed  them: 


Regjnald  0*D<miiell  96 


A  baseball  gaae  was  played  each  night  during 
the  priests* 8  retreat  at  St.  Michael* s  College, 
Toronto,  in  19^*  Age  took  its  toll  and  the 
coorposition  of  the  teams  varied  from  night  to 
night.  Fev  played  all  four  gaaes*  While  %#atch- 
ing  the  game  co  Friday  ni^t  Father  E.J.  McCorkell 
to  Father  Beg  O'Donnell; 


*nroa  were  out  a  couple  of  tineSf  weren't  you?** 

**Ies  Father,  otice  to  get  a  ticket  for  Detroit 
and  the  other  tioe  to  the  drugstore". 

Father  0*Dc8mell*s  face  was  sc^^what  reddened 
because  he  had  not  botthered  asking  the  Superior 
General  permissicai  to  leave  the  retreat  for  the 
two  short  tises* 

**Oht  I  want's  talking  about  that»  I  aeant  the 
baseball  ga8».** 


Peter  O^Donohue,  l8^-.1915  71 

When  Father  G^Donohue  vas  stationed  at  St.  Basil* s 
Parish  t  Toronto »  he  baptized  Father  Robert  S« 
Miller*  In  the  corridor  after  the  baptisic  he 
net  Father  HcBradj: 

*ifa0*  I  never  thcai^t  Dan  Miller  vould  do  such 
a  thing.** 

^hat  has  he  done?**  qaaried  Father  McBrady  who 
a  good  friend  of  Mr.  Miller's* 


••€&  it  is  a  terrible  thingl« 

^'lat  idiat  has  he  done?** 

''He  has  g<me  and  called  his  son  Robert*** 


Michael  Joseph  Oliver  fS 

Father  Francis  Powell,  a  former  Basilian  was 
Msiting  Father  John  Glavin  at  St*  Michael *8 
College  and  during  his  visit  Father  Oliver 
ease  into  the  treasurer's  office*  Father  Powell 
greeted  hin  and  a^eds 

^^Wm,%  are  you  doing  you,  Mike?" 

At  the  tise  Father  Oliver  was  attached  to  St* 
Basil* s  Parish,  had  sos^ thing  to  to  do  with 
St*  Michael's  College  Social  Guild,  and  was 
involved  in  Marylake  Farm  School*  He  told 
about  these  activities »  never  really  completing 
a  sentence*  When  he  finished.  Father  Powell 
observed! 

••YoQ  are  not  being  very  clear,  Mike*** 


Michael  Joaeph  Oliver  99 


day  at  Assiunpticai  College  Father  Oliver 
•aked  Father  Wilfrid  Sharpe  to  listen  to  a  play 
he  had  written*  When  he  finished  reading  he 
askeds 

•What  do  you  think  of  it,  Villiet^ 

Father  Sharpe  was  a  coi^letely  honest  aan: 

**Gee  t^iiz,  Mike,  I  got  thinking  about  something 
else*** 


Ednimrd  Augustine  O'Reilly  300 

When  the  appoiiit&i^its  that  named  Mm  treasurer 
of  St*  Charles  College «  Sudbury t  vere  opened 
at  Aquinas  Institute  t  Father  Edvard  O^BeiUy 
exclaiaed  to  his  conferes: 

"Who  can  fathoa  the  sind  of  the  General  Council?** 


ThoaaLB  Patrick  O^Rourice^  1889-1955  201 

When  things  went  wrong  Father  O^Rourke  used  to 
philosophises 

**Next  year  %re  wan*t  have  all  this  tremble*  It 
will  be  sosething  else*** 


Andrew  Perdue^  l89>1966  102 


Father  Sinon  Perdue  and  Father  diaries  C<^J.ins 
at  one  tiae  both  assistants  in  Anherstbiirg* 
When  the  pastor  vas  absent «  Father  Collins  wotild 
take  his  duties  as  acting  pastor  very  seriously 
and  he  felt  that  a  recently  ordained  priest 
should  not  be  out  after  nine  o* clock  in  the 
evening*  At  the  saaie  time  he  \tam  scrupulous 
and  dreaded  taking  a  sick  call*  Vh«i  Father 
Perdue  vanted  to  ¥^dt  longer  with  friends «  he 
would  Bake  two  ]^one   calls*  Disguising  his  voice 
he  would  pretend  to  be  the  relative  of  a  sick 
person  and  a^  that  a  priest  cob»: 

**It  is  not  \irgent,  but  we  would  like  his  t<»iig}it 
if  possible*^ 

He  would  wait  a  few  sdnuteSf  leaving  Father 
Collins  torn  between  going  at  once  and  hoping 
that  sooehow  he  could  be  excused*  Th&a,  Father 
Perdue  would  stake  a  second  call: 

^'Has  anything  happened  while  I  was  <Hit?** 

Father  Collins  would  tell  hia  about  the  sick 
call  and  he  would  offer  to  go  at  once*  Then 
he  would  return  hoae  at  his  own  convenience* 


Andrew  Perdue »  l89>1966  103 


Osie  day  Fathers  Perdue «  Henry  Bellisle,  JosejA 
Kennedy t  Robert  McBrady  and  a  few  other  con- 
feres  were  jjathered  after  dinner  at  the  foot  of 
the  stairs  in  the  original  St*  Michael* s  Col- 
lege building*  Father  Perdue  got  Father  McBrady 
into  a  discu8si<m  abmit  knowledge  of  French* 
Soon  he  turned  the  subject  on  whether  Father 
McBrady  knew  store  Fnmch  than  Father  Kennedy 
and  he  imdertook  to  settle  its 

**Let  each  recite  a  piece  in  French  and  I  %rill 
say  who  does  it  best*'^ 

Father  McBrady *s  aental  power  had  slipped  in 
his  80*s  and  he  began  to  recite  from  oeoory  a 
passage  of  classical  French  prose*  When  it 

Father  £^u!i^ly*s  tum«  he  declined  saying: 


**IAian  I  recite  French  it  will  be  for  someone 
who  knows  a  little  French*^ 

The  confreres  gave  hia  a  big  hand  for  this 
retort«  It  was  not  often  that  Father  Perdue 
eaae  out  secc^id  best* 


Michael  Joseph  Pickett^  1876-19^9        IXA 

lather  Kichael«Pickett»8  father  ws  an  old-tijw 
lyl  I  nr  111111  who  never  seeaed  to  reoember  that  his 
ami  had  grown  up»  Once  Father  Pickett  took 
Fathers  Henry  Carr  and  llhonas  MacDonald  hoae 
for  dinner ♦  Mr.  Pickett  asked  Father  Carr  to 
coiie  upstairs  with  hia*  Ereryone  knew  that  he 
was  going  to  offer  Father  Carr  a  drink  •  Cmce 
they  were  upstairs  and  the  door  closed,  his 
brother*in*law  softened  the  exclusion  by  offering 
a  drink  to  the  •»young  priests"*  During  the  aeal 
Mr*  Pickett  provoked  his  son  into  saying: 

"Father,  you  forget  that  I  as  55»  You  still 
think  I  mm  cmly  15." 

"S©  you  are  55  now#  I  hand^t  thought  about  it", 
assented  the  old  gentleinen  in  a  fatherly  t<me 
suited  to  addressing  a  ten  year  old* 


Hidiftel  Joseph  Pickett »  1876-19^9        1Q5 

When  Father  Pickett  returned  from  serving  orer- 
MM  M  «  chaplain  in  the  War  of  191^1918,  he 
WBB  appointed  to  St#  1!hoffiaa  Ei^  School  in 
Hcoiston*  IMa  was  not  to  his  liking  and  he  an« 
noimced  that  if  it  was  not  changed  he  vould 
leaTe  the  Congregation*  ^e  telephoied  his  mother 
to  tell  her  about  his  decisiont 

**!  as  cozning  right  oTer«  Don^t  do  a  thing  imtiX 
we  tare  a  talk#" 

She  came  over,  and  heard  the  full  story  of  how 
having  been  aiiay  from  the  heart  of  the  Congreg- 
ation  for  years  he  did  not  want  to  go  into  what 
was  for  hia  more  isolation  in  the  small  house 
in  Texas.  Krs*  Pickett's  talk  was  brief: 

'^When  you  entered  the  Basilians  there  was  no 
stipulation  about  yfhere   you  would  be  sent*  Ton 
have  been  told  to  go  to  Texas*  You  go  to  Texas* 
If  you  are  told  to  go  somewhere  else^  you  go 
there  •♦' 

He  accepted  this  counsel  and  as  it  happened 

his  appointment  was  changed  to  Aesumpticn  College* 


Philip  Wallace  Piatt  106 

Father  Piatt  naa  a  lover  of  puns*  'Hiey  were 
his  favorite  type  of  humor.  In  I96O  Father 
Gerard  Todd  vas  crippled  with  arhtritia  and 
rheuffiatiss  so  that  in  walking  he  regularly 
dragged  his  ri^t  leg.  Observing  hia  in  the 
halls  of  St*  Basil*  s  Seminary «  Father  Piatt 
burst  outs 

••^Riere  goes  Father  Todd  toddling  €G.<»ig»" 


'i^'1 


John  Joseph  Purcellt  I878-I918  107 

Vhen  Father  Purcell  was  a  newly  ordained  priest, 
priest  confreres  did  not  say  H&ss  during  the 
annual  retreat  for  lack  of  altars.  Father  Purcell 
thought  this  should  be  changed  and  next  year 
arranged  for  a  nuieber  of  tei^orary  altars, 
v^staents,  etc*  The  priests  showed  their  ap- 
preciation by  giving  him  a  box  of  100  cigars. 
He  loved  to  soake  cigars  and  delighted  in  a  box 
he  could  reach  into  and  not  feel  the  botton. 
Ihe  jjresentation  was  made  at  the  Thursday 
when  a^Benedicasus*  persdtted  conversati<m 
during  the  meal. 


Jolm  Joseph  JPurcellt  l878«19l8  108 

When  Father  Porcell  was  a  scholastic «  his  group 
would  sit  up  to  see  the  New  Year  in,  then  at 
the  stroke  of  twelTe  he  would  lead  thes  in  the 
Hosaryt  his  greeting  to  the  New  Tear* 


'*!;^'fst^MiiK4.* -'"^r-WiS'  Ay:^:  '.^'J'- 


J<^m  Joseph  PurceUt  X878«I9lS  109 

There  was  always  rivalry  between  Fathers  Daniel 
Header  and  Father  Purcell.  In  his  last  year  at 
St.  Michael's  College,  Father  Header  was  in 
charge  of  the  Irish  flat  and  had  an  office  with 
a  bedrooa  attached.  This  had  been  repainted 
and  refurnished*  Vhen  he  went  to  Assuapticm 
College  t  Father  Header  was  assi^ed  to  the 
Irish  Flat.  Father  Purcell  was  invited  to 
coaafint  on  this: 

*^  bat  to  think  of  Header  just  rolling  «urc»md 
in  1^  bed." 


HiehoXas  £•  Soch«,  1866*1932  110 

Vhen  he  %^as  pastor  of  St*  Mary^s  F^rish  in  Oven 
Sound  9  Father  Roche  was  c<»spelled  to  enter  a 
hospital  in  Toronto  for  treatnent*  llie  house- 
keeper, %^o  todc  particular  care  of  him,  case 
to  Toronto  to  visit  hiis  and  inf on^d  his  that 
she  intended  to  stay  a  few  days  and  see  to  it 
that  he  ims  properly  lodced  after*  Father 
Roche's  reaction  case  quickly: 

*Hk)  back  to  Ov«i  Sound*  And  if  you  and  Father 
John  Spratt  dcm*t  behave,  1*11  fire  the  two  of 
you*" 


licholas  E.  Boches,  1866-1932  111 

One  susmer  Sunday  Father  Poche  preached  what  he 
considered  a  rery  suitable  sersBon  on  the  parable 
of  the  Pharisee  and  the  Publican*  Afterwards 
tvo  Aaerican  tourists «  who  were  not  seen  Tery 
often  in  Owen  Sound  in  the  1920*  Sf  case  to  hia 
and  after  introducing  thettselves  in  the  course 
of  the  ecnversaticm  one  of  them  told  hiai: 

**Father*  We  heard  a  sermon  on  that  parable  on 
the  SondSLj  before  we  left  our  own  parish.  Ve 
stopped  in  to  Tlsit  friends  and  again  heard  a 
sermon  on  that  parable*  We  had  hoped  to  escape 
it  in  Owen  Sound*** 

Father  Hoche  was  heartbrd[s:en« 


John  Clifton  Wloaer^   1875-1926  112 

Father  Ploaier  vms  appointed  to  teach  a  course 
in  Victorian  Idteratiire  to  IV  Arts  at  Assuaqption 
College  after  its  af f iliaticm  ifith  the  University 
of  Western  Ctotario,  In  his  inaugural  lecture 
he  announced: 

••We  hare  a  course  in  Victorian  Literature.  I 
%ient  to  the  Superior  to  get  sosie  sic«aey  to  toy  a 
few  reference  boc^cs.  The  laoney  i«is  not  forth- 
cosing  so  we  will  hare  to  read  the  dam  stuff .^ 


Edward  Leonard  Rush  113 

Father  Rush  required  prostate  gland  treatment 
in  St*  Joseph's  Hospital*  He  was  soi^what  sec** 
retative  about  his  ailssent.  CM  his  return  to 
St.  Michael's  College  one  inqisitive  c(»ifrere 
wet  with  this  answer: 

^  tmm  penalised.** 


SdiMurd  Leonard  Hush  11^ 

Fathers  Paul  Mallost  Louis  Boady  and  Leoxkard 
Hush  were  in  Borope  when  World  Ward  1939-19^5 
brc^e  out*  They  all  oanaged  to  get  passage  back 
to  Canada  on  the  saaie  ship*  On  board  they  met 
a  eonplete  stranger  who  shoved  an  interest  in 
the  three  priests*  Qy  the  time   they  disembarked ^ 
Fathers  Mallon  and  Bondy  still  addressed  by  *%r» 
-~-"t  but  Father  Rush  was  calling  him  by  his 
first  nasw  and  had  be«i  made  a  present  of  the 
man's  fur  coat* 


Edward  3>caiard  Rush  U^ 

Father  Kush  was  the  first  Principal  of  St»  Thooaa 
Kore  College  in  Saskatocm  and  on  the  occasion  of 
the  30th  anniversaury  of  the  founding  he  was 
invited  to  talk  at  an  anniversary  dinner*  On 
his  return  to  Toronto^  he  told  the  Superior 
General,  Father  Wey,  about  his  trip  and  added 
that  while  aany  had  said  his  talk  was  •Vonderful*', 
one  perscm  had  ccaifided  to  Father  Peter  S\tan  i^o 
then  Principal: 


*Tather  Rush  has  had  sose  fine  dental  woxik  done 
on  his  teeth»" 


^^'^^^  I'^oO'^rd  Hush  t.      Il6 

Father  Leonard  Rushknev,  obserred  and  propagated 
the  noras  of  table  etiquette.  One  day  he  was  at 
table  in  a  Rouse  where  the  confreres  had  acquired 
the  habit  of  stacking  the  dishes  as  a  convenience 
for  the  waiters*  Observing  thist  he  turned  to 
his  neighbor  and  askeds 

**Are  you  of  the  gentrjt  or  do  you  stack?^ 


M 


Edward  Leonard  Hush  U? 

Father  Leonard  fiash  suffered  a  m&w^re  heart 
attack  in  1962*  At  his  residence t  St*  Michael's 
College t  there  were  numerous  stairs  and  no 
elefator*  It  was  suggested  to  him  that  during 
his  convalescence  he  Bight  live  across  the 
street  at  St.  Basil's  Seainary  %diere  there  was 
an  elevator*  He  replieds 

'*0h!  I  aa  not  worthy.** 

He  did  go  to  St.  Basil* s  Seminary  and  found  life 
very  pleasant  with  the  scholastics  all  anxious 
to  do  hia  little  services*  A  few  weeks  later  a 
member  of  the  seminary  staff  was  asked  how  Father 
Hush  was  getting  alcmg: 

••He  is  becoming  more  worthy  every  day." 


Francis  Sylwster  Buth,  1902-1964  ll8 

In  the  Hotel-Dieu  Hospital «  Windsor  ^  a  f#if  tr#«ics 
before  his  death  froa  cancer,  one  ooming  his 
breakfast  was  Portly  followed  by  the  coodng  of 
a  nurse  with  a  snail  bottle  and  a  request  for  a 
specimen  of  urine*  Noting  a  glass  of  apple  juice 
on  his  tray,  he  quickly  jxAired   it  into  the  bottle, 
as  soon  as  the  nurse  left  the  rooi&t  then  finished 
his  breakfast*  The  breakfast  ti^y  \ms   taken  away 
and  Boamtime   later  the  nurse  case  to  collect  the 
apeciaen  bottle*  Father  Huth's  little  jdkes  were 
well  known  to  the  hospitsuL  staff  and  she  innocently 
resarkeds 

«It  looks  fflttddy." 

**In  that  case  1*11  run  it  Hiou|^  again*** 

Qui<^cly  he  picked  up  the  bottle  and  drank  his 
apple  Juice  before  the  astcmished  nurse* 


Leo  Kichard  Sands  119 

Father  Sands  went  on  a  pilgrimage  to  the  Holy 
Land  in  February  I968  vith  his  uncle  ^  Hsgr.  Le- 
sage  of  the  Archdiocese  of  Ottawa*  Before  leav- 
ing he  asked  Forestell  if  there  was  anything  he 
could  do  for  him  idiile  he  was  in  Jerusalem* 

•Tlothing'^  jreplied  Terry  Forestell ,  **but  while 
you  are  there  call  on  ay  old  teacher  t  Father  0e 
Vaux,  0*P««  at  L*£cole  Biblique*" 

Father  Sanda  did  this.  The  porter  took  him  to 
Father  De  faux  room  and  Father  1^  Vaux  received 
him  graciously  t  put  his  arm  arcmnd  himt  and  guided 
him  about  a  large  room  strewn  with  books  and 
cigarette  butts*  In  less  than  two  minutes  Father 
Sands  found  that  he  was  in  the  corridor  and 
Father  De  Vaux  had  locked  the  door  to  his  rocas* 
The  Scripture  scholar  would  spend  time  %dLth 
students  but  not  with  tourists* 


Robert  Joseph  Scollard  120 

Okie  day  in  the  course  of  a  wide*ranging  dlsctiasloii 
on  confreres t  Father  John  M.  Kelly  observed: 

"Scollard  never  changes  his  mind*  I  hope  he 
never  coooits  a  sK^rtal  sin**^ 


Robert  Joseph  ScoUard  121 

Father  Vincent  FuUerton  once  waraed  aooe  con- 
feres  who  were  talking  with  Father  Scollard: 

"Be  careful  of  whut  you  say»  He  will  either 
print  it  in  13ie  Baadlian  Annals^  or  file  it 
away  in  the  Archives.^ 


VilliAB  Alexander  Sheehan,  190^196?        122 

A  ecmfrere  complained  to  Father  Bill  Sheehan 
one  day  of  the  work  he  had  been  asked  to  do* 
Father  Sheehan  solaced  hia  with  these  words: 

"Do  your  best*" 

Then  he  added  as  an  after  thou^tt 

^oor  best  is  none  too  good*** 


Willlaa  Alexander  She«hu,  19CA-1967       125 

Father  Bill  Sheehan  had  a  nusber  of  favorite 
expressions.  Vhen  a  visitor  caiiM  into  his 
rooM  he  would  invite  hia  to  sit  down  by  saying: 

"Take  the  load  off  your  feet.* 

Vhen  the  visitor  left,  he  would  adsonish  hias 

'^ake  good  care  of  yourself «  Good  sen  are 


Laurence  Kennedy  Shook  12k 

During  the  last  sessloa  of  the  Seccmd  Vatican 
Council,  Father  Shock  who  %fa8  present  as  a 
•Teritus"  and  Archbishop  Oeorge  Flahif f  net  the 
English  journalist  Douglas  Woodruff*  The  Arch- 
bishop had  net  him  preTiously  and  he  introduced 
Father  ^ook  as  the  President  of  the  Pontifical 
Institute  of  Mediaeval  Studies  in  Toronto.  Re« 
ferring  to  ccmciliar  suggestions  for  revising 
seminary  tzmining  %diich  would  drop  some  courses 
in  thomistic  ii^ilosophy,  Mr*  Woodruff  observed: 

••Ah  Yes!  a?he  Pontifical  Institute  of  Mediaeval 
Studies*  Tou  people  are  having  some  difficulty 
these  day8«  ShaU  auld  AqidjSMs  be  forgot?** 


lAurence  Kennedy  Shook  125 

When  Father  Shook  was  first  asked  to  give  con- 
ferences to  religious  sisters,  he  was  quite  upset 
at  seeing  row  after  row  of  sisters  with  their 
eyes  cast  down  -  not  one  of  them  loddjig  at  him* 
Being  used  to  the  less  formal  atmosphere  of  the 
university  lecture  haai,  he  moitioned  it  to  the 
Superior  with  the  result  that  at  the  next  con- 
ference every  single  one  of  the  sisters  glared 
at  him  throughout  the  Wfitire  c<mference«  There- 
after he  decided  to  let  the  sisters  listen  in 
their  own  way* 


Jokm  Cantius  Spratt  12S 

At  St.  Michael* 8  College  Father  Spratt  had 
■Issed  aaditation  for  a  couple  of  days  in  a 
row.  Just  as  he  vfas  going  in  to  report  to 
the  Superior  t  he  met  Father  Ben  Fomer  in  the 
corridor: 

^^BsRf  Vm   on  the  carpet.** 

**fie  huffible,  Jack«"  eai^  the  answer* 


WkBil  Francis  SuUiYan  12? 

Father  Baail  SuIHteui  serred  with  diatrinctioa 
for  sooe  years  as  chaplain  of  the  University 
Hospital  in  Saskatoon.  Bishop  Klein  admired 
hiiB  and  one  day  told  Archbishop  Flahif  f  while 
praising  hiia: 

**He  has  unique  aiethods.  The  first  couple  of 
tioes  that  he  consulted  me  on  problems  he  faced « 
I  tried  to  give  him  an  answer.  Then  I  found  out 
he  had  already  gone  ahead  and  acted.  After  that 
I  simply  told  him  to  do  what  he  thou^t  best.^ 


John  Joseph  SulliTOn,  1892-1967  128 

During  one  of  the  years  that  Father  Johnny 
SxilllTan  8p«it  as  an  assistant  at  St«  Hary*s 
Pcurish  in  Owen  Sound  t  another  ccmfrere  vas 
transferred  to  this  parish.  After  his  arrival 
he  talked  and  talked.  Father  Sullivan  was  no 
aean  conversationalist  himself,  but  after  a 
while  he  grew  tired  of  listened  and  finally 
counselled  the  newcomer z 

•»It  is  a  long  hard  winter  up  here*  Tou  had 
better  save  soae  of  that.** 


Vincent  Alexander  aoMont  1902-1968       129 

Father  ThoiB8<Hi  was  an  ardent  football  fan*  When 
he  could  be  at  all  free  he  gave  all  his  attention 
to  %jatch  gsuses  cm  telerision  and  made  it  clear 
that  he  did  not  vant  to  be  diatBrbed*  At  Holy 
Boeary  Church  t  Father  Brian  Inglie  arrived  to 
take  up  his  duties  as  an  assistant  in  the  aidst 
of  an  exciting  game*  Father  Jc^m  T*  Kelly  case 
into  the  cozsounity  rooa  and  announced: 

*7aUier  ThoasonI  ?ou  have  a  visit  or  #^ 

*Hk>  away*  Oo  away*  I  told  you  not  to  bring 
visitors  in  here  when  a  football  gfEuse  is  on»^ 

Father  Kelly  persisted  and  this  tis^  announced 
the  name  of  the  visitor*  Father  Thoiss<m  was 
all  apologies  and  aade  aaends  by  insisting  that 
Father  Inglis  watch  the  rest  of  the  gaae  with  hia* 


Vincent  Alexander  Thowca«  I902-I968       I30 

Que  day  Father  Thooson  told  a  few  confreres  the 
story  of  h±B  vocation*  He  had  visited  Joe 
McGahey  in  the  Novitiate  and  Joe  had  told  hia 
that  the  Basilians  were  <m   the  verge  of  great  things 
and  strOTLgly  urged  hia  to  join*  He  went  back  to 
St*  Michael* 8  full  of  enthusiass  and  waited  in 
the  corridor  %diile  Father  Carr  and  Father  Bellisle 
finished  a  gase  of  billiards  in  the  old  cosnonity 
roc«*  Then  he  asked  Father  Carr  about  joining! 

*H}oBe  and  see  me  in  two  weeks'** 

Two  weeks  later  he  appeared  before  Father  Carr: 

**I  have  not  aade  up  ny  Bind*  I  %rill  let  you 
know  later*** 

Father  Th<»i8on  heard  nothing  all  summer  so  in  late 
August  he  went  again  to  see  Father  Carr: 

**If  you  still  want  to  be  a  Beisilian «  go  up  to 
the  Novitiate  and  see  Father  Wilfrid  Sharpe*** 


Vincent  Alexander  Thomsooit  1902*1968       I3I 

When  news  of  Father  '^Shaa*^  0*Brien*s  sudden 
death  in  19^  reached  Amherst burg «  Father  ThoBSon 
was  pastor  of  St.  John  the  Baptist  Parish* 
Father  Viator  Mclntyre  was  an  assistant  and  he 
began  to  hint  about  going  to  Toronto  for  the 
funeral: 

"Are  you  going  to  the  funeral?** 

^o#  He  %fas  not  a  Superior  and  I  don*t  see  any 
reason  for  going*" 

And  nobody  did  go  from  Aaiherstburg  parish* 


Edward  Joseph  Ti^e,  I89O-I9H  132 

Father  Tighe  was  famoas  for  his  sayings*  In 
the  NoTitiate  he  vould  often  admonish  the  novice 
who  sat  at  his  rights 

*y«8t  because  you  are  sitting  at  the  right  of 
the  llELster  does  not  aean  that  you  amst  get  the 
seccmd  best  piece  of  aeat*** 


Joseph  Charles  Wej  233 

Upon  hearing  of  the  iispmdent  conduct  of  a  con- 
frere who  was  carried  aimy  by  his  entiitisiasa 
for  what  he  thou^t  vas  a  good  woi^t  Father  \dej 
exclaiiaeds 

•^  Qodt  deliver  us  fro»  enthusiaaos*** 


James  Hu^  Whelan,  1902-19^  13^ 

F  ther  Wbelan  was  famous  for  his  joking  aanner 
%rith  e<mfreres«  One  sumter  when  he  was  canTassing 
in  New  York  State  for  students  for  St.  Michael* o 
College  along  with  Father  Daniel  Forestellf  they 
ease  to  a  aoall  city  that  had  two  convents* 
Father  Forestell  went  to  one  to  ask  the  help  of 
the  Mother  Sttperior*  Father  Vhelan  to  the  other* 
Father  Whelan  had  to  wait  because  the  Principal ^ 
whoifts  also  Mother  Superior ^  was  engaged*  In  his 
joking  sanner  and  to  pass  the  tiae  he  offered  a 
cigarette  to  the  sister  who  had  answered  the  door* 
;^e  refused 9  but  he  persisted: 

*A11  sisters  msdke*** 

$CMBe  Binutes  later  the  parlor  door  opened  to  admit 
not  the  Principal  t  but  two  policesen*  A  bogus 
priest  had  been  reported  in  the  nei^borhood  and 
they  took  hia  to  the  station  fcr  questioning*  He 
had  to  wait  until  Father  Forestell  could  be 
reached  and  cose  to  identify  his* 


Maurice  Francis  Whelan  135 

For  muij  years  the  parents  of  Father  Arthiir 
O^Lsary  had  a  sunnier  cottage  at  Harwood  <m  Rice 
lake*  One  weekend  the  pastor  of  Varkworth  in 
whose  parish  this  mission  was  located  asked 
Father  O^Leao^  if  he  would  say  the  Mass  and 
preach  at  it.  Father  O'Leary  was  a  good  preacher 
and  he  had  just  re%rritten  for  his  own  use  a 
serwcm  of  Bishop  Fulton  Sheei  on^  "The  13irill  of 
Monotony".   In  the  following  muBser,  Father  Moe 
Whelan  was  Tisiting  the  0»Learys  and  he  was 
ivnited  to  say  Mass  and  preach.  By  a  co-incidence 
he,  toOt  had  developed  a  sermcm  out  of  ^shop 
Sheen* s*»The  fhrill  of  M<motony".  After  Mass, 
during  breakfast  he  was  not  bashful  about  draw- 
ing attention  to  what  he  thought  was  a  good 
semon.  Mrs.  0*Leary  was  an  hcmest  and  forth- 
ri^t  woman: 

«I  liked  it  better  the  first  tijm   I  heard  it.« 


Matthew  Patrick  Sheedy  136 

Father  Sheedy  was  a  High  School  Principal  who 
was  enthusiastic  about  his  work  and  his  school* 
He  had  lots  of  '^drive*^  and  pushed  ahead  with 
higher  standards  for  staff  and  students*  One 
teacher  complained  one  dayi 

'^rfith  Father  Sheedy,  it  is  always  Go,  go,  go. 
But  go  where?" 


Robert  Snnett  Lowrey  137 

Father  "Bob"  Lowrey  served  as  a  chaplain  over- 
seas with  the  Canadian  Army  and  von  the  Military 
Cross*  fie  was  always  a  strcmg  ccmversationalist 
and  after  his  return  to  civilian  life  was  con- 
sidered by  some  to  be  alaost  a  coopulsive 
talker  on  his  war  experiences*  On  Ansistice 
Day,  Hovember  11th ,  one  confrere  innocently 
reoarked: 

*nroa  will  keep  the  two  ainutes  sil^Eice  at 
elev«it  won»t  you?" 


Joseph  John  Abend  138 

Daring  a  eoapariaosi  of  the  work  of  priests  teach- 
ing in  high  schools  with  that  of  priests  teaching 
at  the  college  levels  and  their  respective 
difficulties,  F^^ther  Abend  exclaioedj 

•They  say  it  is  cool  in  the  college  pool. 
But  I  know  it  is  darned  hot 
In  the  high  school  pot*" 


Unund  Joseph  KcCorkell  139 

Vhen  Cardinal  KeC>uigan  returned  to  the  parlor 
to  unvest  after  ordaining  eight  Basilians  on 
August  15 t  19^ f  Father  Robert  Scollard  who  was 
Master  of  CereoKmies  asked: 

"Will  YqUT  Eminence  go  over  to  Brennan  Ball  for 
breakfast?" 

'^o  Father*  Just  bring  se  sons  black  coffee  here*" 

In  the  kitchen  stray  had  already  been  prepared, 
so  Father  Scollard  brought  it  over*  His  Silnence 
beamed  as  he  began  to  pour  the  coffee*  No  coffee 
case.  The  cook  had  forgotten  to  fill  it*  On  his 
way  back  to  the  kitche*  Father  Scollard  set 
Father  McCorkells 

"Bas  His  BBiinence  finished  his  thanksgiving?" 

Apprised  of  what  had  happened  Father  McCorkell 
outtered: 

"^«i  this  is  no  tiae  to  go  in  and  see  him*" 


Stm   John  Fisher  College  1%) 

Father  Brice  Howard^  a  young  Benedictine  vas 
invited  to  preach  the  priests'  retreat  at  St* 
John  Fisher  College  in  the  siuuaer  of  1965* 
While  on  campos  he  walked  down  to  the  Basilian 
House  of  Studies  t  met  some  scholastics  and  intro* 
duced  himself  as  the  retreat  laaster* 

"Give  then  heUt  Father". 

''But  I  thou^t  new  breed  did  not  go  in  f<^   such 
rr^treats?" 

•They  are  not  new  breed  t  Father"  • 


SdBmnd  Toussaint  Bums,  188^-1928  1^1 

Father  Bums  vae  a  delightful  personalitjt  <^^ 
with  a  gift  for  bri^tening  routine.  On  <»• 
occasion  when  temporarily  in  charge  of  the 
scholastics  at  Assumption  College «  he  intro* 
duced  the  points  for  meditation  the  next  morning 
with  this  announcement: 

**There  will  be  meditation  at  ten  to  six  in  the 
morning,  whether  I  am  there  or  not«^ 


Patrick  Joseph  Howard,  1866-1929  1^2 

On  the  priests*  flat  at  Assiuspticai  College ^ 
Father  Pat  Honiard  was  the  jealous  guardian  of 
silence #  A  confrere  who  walked  with  a  heavy 
and  noisy  step,  or  who  engaged  in  loud  CQiiver-» 
sation  was  greeted  by  hia  in  a  boooing  voice: 


**Say  aen,  do  you  think  you  are  a  freight  train 
crossing  a  double  track?** 


Jean  Jomph  mrU   Aboulin,  l84l.l931       1^3 

Vfhen  Father  Aboulin  died.  Father  Louis  Bcsidj 
was  invited  to  preach  at  his  fimeral  with  the 
understanding  tliat  it  vould  be  a  bilingual 
sermon*  When  Father  Aboulin *b  was  opened « 
Father  Vinc^it  Kennedy,  then  Superior  of 
Assumption  College,  found  a  request  that  there 
be  no  seraonat  his  funeral.  It  ^me  not  the  first 
time  that  Father  Bondy  had  prepared  a  sermcm  for 
the  funeral  of  a  deceased  Basilian,  only  to 
learn  later  that  in  deference  to  his  wishes 
there  would  be  no  sermon.  Father  Kennedy  found 
a  way  to  curve  around  the  ViH  which  wma  a  very 
pious  document  two  or  three  pages  in  length, 
he  asked  a  priest  to  read  the  Will  at  the  funeral* 


Jean  Joseph  Maria  Aboulin,  1841-1931       iMf 

Father  Aboulin  reoained  a  French  citizen  all  his 
life  and  ims  proud  of  it.  For  years  this 
presented  no.  difficulties  when  he  crossed  the 
border  going  froa  Assmapticm  College  to  St« 
Anne^s  ^arish  in  Detroit  and  yiceversa.  After 
he  retired  to  Assufflption  College ,  the  United 
States  iBBsLgration  Laws  were  stiffened,  but 
the  abb6*s  visit  were  infrequ«it»  However « 
there  caoe  a  day  vh^n  he  wanted «  had  to  go  to 
St*  Anne^s  for  a  celebration  there «  At  the 
border  the  Aserican  official  was  friendly  and 
helpful,  aiding  the  driver  of  the  car: 

*nrou  are  all  frott  Assttapti^i?*' 

*Tlo.  No*",  burst  out  the  abb^«  "I  aa  a  French 
citisen*** 

All  had  to  go  into  the  office  and  a  formal  bond 
for  Sl^OOO  had  to  be  posted  that  Father  Aboulin 
would  leave  the  IMited  States  %rithin  twenty-fcmr 
hours*  This  last  pres^ited  a  new  probles,  be- 
cause  once  at  St.  Anne*s,  he  wanted  to  remain 
a  longer  visit* 


¥lnc«at  Jos«ph  Murphy,  1877-1933  1^5 

Father  YiBcent  Murphy  vas  an  economical  treasurer, 
one  who  could  not  resist  a  bargain,  regardless  of 
the  qiiantity  involved*  He  was  treasurer  of  St* 
Basil  •sSeadnary  in  1929  and  a  aalesaan  offered 
hia  a  b£Lrgain  on  sacks  of  dried  figs* 

•*It  is  quite  a  lot.  Father ^  but  at  that  priest 
and  they  keep  indefinitely*" 

Father  Kurphy  accepted  and  for  the  next  couple 
of  years  enterprising  scholastics  were  trying  to 
find  ways  of  getting  rid  of  the  figs  without 
having  to  eat  them* 


Alfred  Jacques  C8t§»  1855-1933  1^ 

Father  C5t6  i«a8  e(»istitutiooally  unable  to  keep 
a  secret*  ^^en  he  vaa  a  sember  of  the  pronvcial 
council t  Father  Forster  would  adimsiish  hia  tine 
after  tine  about  keeping  council  business  secret « 
Sach  tise  Father  C5t6  would  return  to  Windsor 
determined  to  say  nothing.  Ho  one  would  directly 
ask  hia  about  council  natters*  Instead  a  group 
would  discuss  the  business  they  thou^t  the 
council  had  transacted*  Hiej  would  begin  %d.th 
the  least  likely  soluticms  and  these  would  draw 
from  Father  CSt^  a  n<m*coBBiittal  laug|i*  That 
neant  no  decision  had  been  reached  on  that  iten* 
Itact  they  would  move  from  the  possible  to  what 
they  considered  the  probable «  and  once  again  his 
reactions  were  revealing*  13ie  big  non^it  cane 
wh«i  the  leader  of  the  discussion  turned  to  what 
was  most  likely.  He  would  put  it  in  the  fomt 
of  an  assertion:  ^the  Council  •*•*  "  Almost  in* 
variably  this  would  be  too  ouch  for  Father  C5t4 
and  without  thinking  he  would  blurt  cmt: 

••Somebody  has  been  leaking  again*  •* 


Victoria  Harijon,  1851-1931  1^7 


Vhen  he  \mm  Maeter  of  Noricest  Father  Victoria 
Marij(m  would  cala  youthful  excitement  by  quot- 
ing the  French  proverb i 

**I1  faut  pT%ndr9  les  chosee  come  elles  sent*** 

For  Engli6h->speaking  novices  he  would  translate 
itJ 

•fsake  things  as  there  are.« 


J 


Michael  Patrick  Christian ,  1859-195^       1^ 

Father  •W.ckey"  Christian  served  for  osoiy  years 
••  Aeni  ntnnt  Master  of  Novices*  In  his  dealings 
%rith  novices  he  was  fond  of  using  qnotaticmst 
and  not  necessarily  in  lilnglish: 

''He  rien  deoandert  ne  xd^i  refuser** «  ^f^^  part  of 
his  teaching  self-denial.  To  teach  silence  he 
would  ipi^lH  in  Latin  the  words  of  the  6o<^  of 
Ecclesiastest 

"Tea{»i8  tacendi,  teapus  loquendi«** 


H#il  Jerome  HcNultyt  1862-195^  1^ 

Father  McNaltj  had  a  v<mderful  sense  of  liiisor. 
At  St.  Mary^e  Parish  in  Owen  Sounds  the  house- 
keeper always  gare  Father  Nicholas  Roche  eggs 
with  a  white  shell.  The  assistants  regularly 
were  giren  brown-^shelled  eggs.  Father  McNulty 
ttts  VLsed  to  this  and  it  did  not  bother  him,  but 
one  day  a  newly  appointed  assistant  noticed 
this  habit  of  the  housekeepers 

*nA^  does  Father  Roche  always  get  eggs  with  a 
white  shell?" 

wsi^  of  purity^,  was  Father  McNulty 's  ready 
explanation. 


H«il  JeroM  Neltulty,  1862-195^  150 

Father  McNulty  was  a  oan  of  visible  prayer*  He 
■ade  a  daily  hour  before  the  Blessed  Sacraaent 
and  was  usually  in  the  church  for  another  h<M2r, 
saying  the  rosary «  making  short  visits,  and  re- 
citing parts  of  the  divine  office*  Gtoe  day  he 
confided  to  Father  Charles  Collins: 


**Losig  ago  I  decided  that  a  nan  had  to  sanctify 
himself  and  that  prayer  iias  the  great  means 
within  the  reach  of  all  to  attain  perfection*'^ 


Janes  Loo  Rath«  1911*-193^  151 

One  day  Jin  ^th.  Bob  Fischette  and  Tom  Dacust 
were  riding  in  the~  back  of  the  St.   Michael's 
College  track  which  was  carrying  several  milk 
cans  filled  with  slop  for  the  pigs  at  Annesi 
Fam*  Going  down  a  hill^  the  track  skidded 
and  turned  OTer,  dni^ing  the  slop  on  the  riders* 
It  came  to  a  stop  cm  a  railroad  track*  The 
truck  MSiB   rioted  and  able  to  continue  on  to 
the  farm  where  the  three  scholastics  had  only 
cold  water  to  imsh  off  the  ^lelly  slop*  Instead 
of  coarplaining  Jin  renarked  to  his  fellow  riders: 

**Haybe  God  meant  this  as  a  warning  to  be  ready!** 


r~^ 


Vincent  Moylan»  1879-19^2  152 


Fg^thep  ^Tomaf^   Moylan  was  a  aan  of  few  words  in 
the  clA86ro<»9  holding  that  the  best  use  of  the 
tcmgue  when  teaching  is  to  use  it  as  little  as 
possible.  He  was  unassusing  in  conversation 
outside  the  class  but  when  he  did  speak  his 
words  were  worth  listening  to«  Once  he  was 
heard  to  eosKient  about  a  loquacious  confrere: 

••Imi^t  he  the  old  talking  Bachine?** 


ThoMui  Josei:^  Reydon,  1837-193?  1?3 

In  his  preaching  Father  '•Buck"  Heydon  tried  to 
be  plain  and  practical*  When  he  did  not  fully 
l^repare  his  sermon  and  went  on   the  **dabitur 
▼obis**  he  occasionally  blundered  as  vhen  ex* 
plaining  the  parable  of  the  pharisee  and  the 
publican  he  was  quoted  as  saying: 

**Proud  fellowt  you  know*  Vwit  ri^t  up  to 
the  front t  rattling  his  beads «  you  know*** 


Jacques  Ernest  Martin,  1856-1935  15^ 

Father  Martin  normally  remained  silent  %^en  in 
the  presence  of  others  and  in  his  ovn  quiet  \mj 
he  would  denounce  those  who  talked  a  lot  and 
said  Tery  little  worth  listening  to: 

"Chatterboac»»» 

On  the  other  hand  whenever  he  heard  a  person 
eritieisKed^  he  alwasy  spc^e  up,  usually  to 
coMwnt  that  %dien  a  man  finds  hio^elf  in  a 
particular  situation  he  is  the  one  who  should 
know  best  what  is  to  be  done* 


Jacques  Ernest  Martin »  1856-1935  155 

Father  Martin »  *^i^inny  Jia**  as  he  vas  nicknaoed 
by  students  at  St.  Michael's  College «  toc^  a 
rosy  view  of  life«  His  lifetioe  extended  over 
several  external  crises  that  deeply  affected 
him*  Whenever  he  heard  anyone  express  anxiety 
over  the  future  his  faith  led  him  to  quote  the 
proverbs 

*K3od  tei^>ers  the  wind  to  the  ^om  laaib*^ 


Robert  McBrady,  1848-1936  156 

Father  McBrady  was  ordained  in  the  chapel  of 
the  old  Bishop's  Palace  at  Assumption  Church. 
In  later  years  he  %>fas  vcmt  to  ^aj^iasisse  its 
aaallnesa  by  declaring; 

*^  feet  stuck  outside  the  door  %dien  I  pros- 
trated for  the  litany  of  the  Saints*^ 


When  asked  about  his  First  Mass,  he  would  say 
that  he  %ia8  ordained  in  the  aoraing  and  tau^t 
his  classes  in  the  afternoon,  adding: 

*^  oight  have  gone  ho&iet  but  it  would  haTe 
left  the  school  short-handed*" 


Robert  McBrady,  l8i^8•1936  157 

Father  McBrady  was  an  outstanding  pulpit  orator* 
He  prepared  hie  seraions  carefully  and  would  re- 
hearse them  as  if  he  had  500  people  listening 
to  then*  He  ims  not  not  above  copying  entire 
passages  f ron  the  great  preachers  of  17th  and 
l8th  century  France.  Oace  when  he  had  given  a 
special  seroKm  in  a  Torcmto  parii^,  the  pastor 
told  the  curate; 

**9bat  was  too  good  to  have  been  given  for  the 
first  tide." 

Besearch  on   their  part  tracked  down  Father 
Me&rady*s  source*  One  year  at  Assumption  College 
he  was  called  upon  to  preach  the  May  devoticms 
in  place  of  Father  Michael  Ferguscm  who  was  ill. 
Father  JR.T*  Burke,  who  was  studying  theology  at 
Assumption,  sade  this  comparison  in  his  diary: 

••Father  Ferguson  speaks  with  plain  simple  lan- 
guage of  sublime  ideas  beautifully  put*  Father 
}toBrady*6  ideas  are  commcm  but  expressed  in 
language  fit  wily  for  the  gods*** 


Joseph  milaly  Kennedy,  1869-1938         I58 

Father  *'Joe**  Kennedy  was  a  dreamer  and  %ihen  he 
had  something  <m  his  mind,  he  could  forget  ap*' 
pointments*  As  one  pastor  put  it: 

"Tou  could  tell  froo  his  sermcms  that  he  was  a 
priest  who  sade  his  meditation  every  day,  but 
you  could  never  be  sure  beforehand  that  he 
would  get  to  your  church  in  tine  to  preach  them»** 

Th±B  characteristic  followed  him  in  death.  The 
appointed  hour  for  his  funeral  came.  His  coffin 
WAS  in  the  church,  but  no  celebrant  was  in  the 
sacristy.  Minutes  passed,  thmi  a  phone  call  to 
the  Chancery  office  established  the  fact  that 
Archbishop  James  HcQuigan  had  completely  for- 
gotten about  promising  to  sing  the  Funeral  Mass. 
After  making  his  apologies,  he  asked  Father 
Carr,  who  had  already  said  Mass  privately,  to 
sing  the  Funeral  Mass. 


Henry  Stanislaus  Bellisle,  I891-*1938       159 


The  presence  of  Father  BelHsle  was  always  a 
source  of  Joy  to  his  conferes  who  nicknased  hia 
"Happy" •  There  was  always  lively  conversaticm 
vh^i  he  was  around «  and  he  had  a  knack  of  turn- 
ing  it  to  i^e  virtuous  side  of  things*  Csice 
he  was  asked: 

•Wiat  co!saand3Bent  is  broken  aost  frequently?" 

«I>oa«t  be  silly.  Charity»*» 


'<%.> 


Cornelius  J«  Sheehan,  1902-1939  ^^ 

Father  **Con'*  Sheeban  attended  the  Ontario  College 
of  Educaticm  in  Toronto  with  Father  "Joe"  McGahey. 
Qy  pre-arrangement  they  sat  at  opposite  sides  of 
the  roon  in  the  class  of  Professor  Peter  Sandi- 
ford  %dio  taught  educational  psychology  and  ^Aio 
had  a  fayorite  way  of  getting  attention,  naioely 
to  oake  shocking  statesents.  Father  McGahey 
promptly  challenged  all  statements  that  he  c<m-» 
sidered  at  variance  with  th<»iatic  philosophy* 
sometimes  to  the  point  of  exasperating  his 
professor: 

**fhi6  is  a  class  of  psychologyt  not  theology*^ 

Father  Sheehan  on  the  other  hand  i^yuld  ask  the 
professor  to  explain  more  fully  his  point  of 
▼iew  and  he  would  take  isvsue  with  Father  McGahey*  s 
statements*  Between  them  they  gave  the  class  a 
good  outline  of  Catholic  principles* 

At  the  end  of  the  year.  Professor  Sandiford 
offered  **C<hi"  a  scholarship  to  do  advanced  work 
in  educati^uil  x>8JChology« 


Jean  Claude  SaToye«  l8't8«-1929  l6l 

F  ther  Savoye  was  a  priest  whose  devotion  to 
duty  was  exesplary  in  the  highest  degree*  His 
last  irords  as  he  lay  dying  in  the  hospital  at 
Annonay«  France «  were: 

^Study  has  finished  t  I  most  get  up  and  go  to 
teach  sy  class*** 

The  ringing  of  a  bell  sooev^ere  in  the  hospital 
broug^it  f<»rth  these  last  words* 


Daniel  Gushing,  I85O-I928  l62 

Father  Cashing  had  a  brother  who^  ^ma  also  a 
Basilian.  John  vas  fourteen  years  older  and 
had  died  before  his  y<«mger  brother  entered 
the  Novitiate*  One  day  toviards  the  end  of  his 
life,  when  he  vas  no  longer  able  to  say  Mass, 
Father  Dan  a^ed  a  young  confrere: 

**Vould  you  resember  sy  brother  at  your  Mass 
tomorrow?** 

The  priest  agreed  to  do  this  and  thinking  that 
the  brother  had  died  recently  offered  his 
sympathy* 

••Yes^,  replied  the  inirailid,  ^Tomorrow  is  porr 
John^s  sixtieth  anniversary*" 


^mSS^W^-" 


Auguste  Vern^de,  l846-l88l  I63 

Father  VemHe  Mas  a  natlTe  of  France  %^o  \mm 
slow  acquiring  a  good  working  knowledge  of 
Baglish.  Students  at  Assunrption  began  to  a^ 
persiission  to  leave  the  study-hall  in  words 
designed  to  amuse  other  students*  Father 
Vem^de  suspected  that  something  was  wrcmg 
and  spdka   to  Father  O'Connor  who  ai^ed  hia  if 
he  could  repeat  sosm^  of  the  words  they  were 
using*  Father  O'Connor  did  not  efflbaurrass  his 
by  ezpladning  what  they  were  saying: 

''Send  the  next  boy  to  see  bm." 

The  next  time  Father  Vem^e  tocdc  study-hall 
it  was  not  l^oig  before  a  hand  went  up: 

"Tan  1^  hide»  Father?" 

"You  go  to  Father  O^Ccmnor*  He  will  tan  your 
hide." 

Soon  one  of  his  troubles  ended* 


MLehael  Joseph  Muagovmn«  X846-190X       X6% 

When  Assuinption  Church  was  built,  the  south  wall 
was  solid  brick  with  the  altars  placed  against 
it*  Later  Father  0*Coimor  built  the  present 
sanctuary,  but  the  only  opening  he  oade  in  the 
wall  was  the  one  in  front  of  the  sain  altar* 
For  years  students  from  Assusiption  attended 
the  Hi^  Mass  in  the  parish  church  and  sat  in 
seats  on  either  side  of  the  sancttiary,  cut  off 
from  the  view  of  parishioners  by  the  walls* 
During  the  sermon ,  especially  if  it  was  in 
French,  sose  students  would  sneak  cmt  and  lie 
around  in  the  grass  outside.  One  day  Father 
Mungovan  was  asked  to  exercise  his  office  of 
Director  of  Studies  and  ^old  thestudents  for 
lying  around  in  the  wet  grass  during  the  Sunday 
morning  sers^i*  The  next   time  he  preached  to 
the  student  body  Father  ^toigovan  brou^t  his 
sermon  to  a  close  with  this  advice: 

•^eep  your  feet  dry  and  your  head  cool.'^ 


Arshne  Martin,  1862-1909  H^ 

Feather  Arshne  Martin  was  a  priest  who  never 
lost  his  youth.  He  was  well  liked  by  the 
students  of  St.  Michael *s  College  and  would 
often  drop  into  his  office  where  one  day  he 
showed  a  student  the  sua  of  $1,000  in  large 
bills.  The  student  showed  interest  and  while 
reaching  out  his  hand  asked: 

**Vhat  would  you  do^  Father,  if  soaemie  tried 
to  rob  you?** 

Before  his  had  was  across  the  desk  he  found 
hiiBself  covered  by  a  large,  ugly  locking 
revolver  whose  existence  had  never  been  sus* 
pected,  P^re  Martin,  as  he  lov^  to  be  called, 
was  not  careless  in  the  fulf illn^cit  of  his 
duties. 


Denis  O^Connor,  l84l-1911  166 

On  the  occasion  of  Father  Denis  0*Coiiaor^8 
silver  Jubilee  of  ordination «  Bishop  Jc^m 
\rfalsh  asked  Pope  Leo  XIII  to  confer  on  his 
the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity • 
The  Bishop  conferred  the  degree  on  Septeaber 
20t  1888*  The  next  day  the  older  studoats 
ease  to  Father  0*C<»mor*s  office  and  asked 
for  a  holiday  giving  as  their  reason  the  nev 
title; 

**Dr*   O'Ccamor,** 

**Boys  you  may  have  a  holday  today  on  one 
conditicR,  namely  that  you  never  again  call 
ae  Dr»  0*Connor*** 


Patrick  L.  Ba^klej^   184^1913  16? 

F  ther  Buckley  belonged  to  the  class  of  sen 
who  are  considered  intellectually  %reak  but  who 
have  other  good  qualities  suiting  thes  to  the 
priesthood*  Father  Buckley  was  very  weak  in 
his  knowledge  of  Latin*  Archbishop  Lynch 
refused  to  ordain  hia  priest  and  his  ordination 
was  delayed  two  years  until  with  the  death  of 
the  Archbishop,  the  Auxiliary  Bishop  agreed  to 
ordain  hdla*  Bishop  TisothyCHahcmey  was  partic- 
ular about  the  pronounciation  of  Latin  and 
several  tines  stopped  the  ceremony  and  asade 
Father  Buckley  repat  words  until  he  pr<»iounced 
then  to  the  Bishop *6  satisfacticm. 


Arthur  Joseph  Morley,  1876-191^         l68 

Father  Morley  was  an  Englishman.  H^s  favorite 
recreation  was  valking  and  he  n«v%r  let  rain 
keep  hia  froa  a  walk*  One  dreary «  drizzly  day 
he  tried  to  get  father  Howard  to  accompaxij  him« 

*Tlorley^  ycm*re  crazj*** 

"Patt  you're  lazy.** 


Frangois  R^gia  Frachon«  l833-'19l6        I69 

Father  Trachtm  mem  a  eapable  noral  thaologiaiit 
a  popular  confessor  and  a  naatar  of  the  spiri* 
tual  IdLfe*  He  was  terse  in  giving  advice «  es-> 
pecially  to  young  women  who  entered  in  religious 
CI c— unties  where  he  exercised  his  priestly  ain- 
istry: 

'^If  you  are  a  good  postulatn,  you  will  be  a 
good  novice*  If  y<m  are  a  good  novice «  you 
will  be  a  good  professed,  and  vdien  you  die 
you  will  go  to  heaven  and  ^e  Our  Lady*  If 
you  are  not  a  good  postulatn,  you  will  not 
be  a  good  novice*  If  you  are  not  a  good  novicet 
you  will  not  be  a  good  professed*  If  you  are 
not  a  good  professed,  you  will  be  good  for 
nothing* 


Frangois  Hegis  Frachon,  l835-19l6        170 

For  fflany  years  Father  Frachon  taught  theology 
to  students  who  were  studying  for  the  priest- 
hood while  teaching  junior  classes  at  St. 
Michael *s  College «  He  was  a  competent  noral 
theologian,  but  often  was  to  sit  in  on  other 
•xaoinations  when  they  were  oral.  Hear  his 
hose  in  France  %fa8  '^Mont  Pilat^*  Whenever  he 
was  <m  an  exassination  board  in  church  history, 
his  first  questi<mwas: 

"Who  died  in  Gaul?« 

The  correct  answer  was: 

"Pwitius  Pilate •» 

tece  given,  the  student  could  sake  all  kinds 
of  aistakes  and  Father  Frachon  w<»ild  overlo<^ 
thea« 


Michael  Joseph  Ferguson,  1839-1913       171 

F  ther  Michael  Ferguson  vas  a  friend  of  Sir 
John  A.  Macdonald,  for  many  years  Prise  Minis* 
ter  of  Canada.  Once  he  wrote  to  Sir  Jdbn  cm 
behalf  of  a  pastor  asking  that  the  duty  pay- 
able cm  a  church  organ  be  remitted*  Sir  John 
answered  cm  September  16,  18875 

•^  dear  Father  Fergaoan» 

"to  receiving  your  favcmr  of  the  12th  inst*  I 
sent  to  the  Department  of  CustoaiSt  and  I  regret 
to  say  the  authorities  informed  ise  that  they 
have  no  power  by  law  to  reait  the  duty  cm  the 
church  organ.  It  appears  that  under  the   tariff 
act  only  church  bells  and  cosraunicm  plate  can 
be  admitted  free  so  there  is  no  help  for  it  and 
you  loust  render  unto  Caesar  the  things  that  are 
Caesar's*'* 


JaM8  HcGwant  I89O-.I9I8  172 


Aa  A  atud«nt  at  St*  Michael *8  Collegat  Thonaa 
IteQuexm  thou^t  of  being  a  priest  but  could  not 
bz*ing  himself  to  aakizig  the  necessary  decision. 
He  put  it  off  a  year  by  attending  the  Ontario 
College  of  Educaticm*  His  doubts  continued,  so 
he  tau£^t  for  two  years  at  De  La  Salle  in  Tor- 
onto* Father  Nicholas  Hoche  understood  the 
situation  and  decided  to  nake  up  ^os^s  mind  for 
hiffl*  Meeting  Tom  on  the  street  during  the 
»r  of  1916  he  spoke  to  hims 

the  retreat  at  ^e  Novitiate  begins  next 
fliaaday*  I  aa  preaehing  it*  Y<m  had  better 
sake  it**' 

**But  Father  I  haven't  made  up  mind  to  be  a  priest*^ 

••Ididn*t  say  be  a  priest*  I  said  make  Hy  retreat*^ 

Tom  went  to  the  retreat*  On  the  fourth  day. 
Father  Roche  called  him  to  his  r<K>m: 

"This  is  the  fcmrth  day  of  the  retreat*  The  time 
is  going  fast  and  you  haven'^^gpt  your  applic- 
ation in  for  the  NoTitiate*  "^^ii  had  better 
haTe  it  ready  tomarrow*^ 

Tbia  terrified  Tom*  He  had  to  make  a  decisicm^ 
and  make  it  by  tomorrow*  He  sou^t  the  advice 
of  two  scholastics  whom  he  had  knwon  as  an  under- 
gradtiate,  Daniel  Dillon  and  John  McQuire*  They 
advised  putting  the  problem  before  the  spiritual 
director.  Father  Gushing*  He  did  so,  afterwards 
reported  to  his  friends,  mimicing  Father  Cuahing's 
voice,  blinking  his  eyes,  and  stroking  an  imagin- 
ary beard: 


McGwan,  you  have  been  doing  too  much 
thinking*  You  have  put  your  hand  to  the  plough* 
Dcm*t  turn  back*  If  the  Almigjity  does  not  want 
you  to  be  a  priest,  you  will  not  be  one;  you'll 
lose  an  eye  or  an  arm*IJ 


John  Joseph  Pupcell,  I878-I918  273 

Father  Purcell  was  a  good  example  of  the  1»» 
practical  professor*  He  was  not  absent-minded < 
He  could  remember  things*  He  knew  what  he 
should  doy  but  he  was  often  uncertain  as  to 
how  to  do  them*  Once  when  he  came  on  a  visit 
to  Toronto  a  confrere  enquired: 

*lftio  loaded  him  on  the  train?** 


Jean  Crespin^  l8^»8-1919  17^ 

Father  Crespin  i#as  physically «  short «  thick 
set  and  tresendonsly  strong.  He  was  sen tally 
m  hypochcmdriac ,  one   who  was  very  carefiil 
about  drafts  and  colds  At  St*  Michael's  Col- 
lege he  was  in  charge  of  the  library,  then 
located  next  to  St.  Basil's  Church,  off  the 
Priests'  Flat.  One  day  in  %finter  Father  John 
PloBier  saw  hia  go  into  the  library  and  locked 
the  door  on  the  outside.  F^^ther  Ctespin  had 
intended  to  stay  for  only  a  liinute  or  two,  but 
it  was  soffie  tioe  before  the  door  was  opened  to 
let  hin  out.  He  knew  who  had  locked  the  door 
and  rushed  to  his  rocs  in  a  frenzy.  He  picked 
up  an  axe  he  kept  there  to  ^op  wood  for  his 
store  and  went  locking  for  Father  Plomer.  It 
was  8(»»  time  before  Father  Crespin  cooled  doim 
and  it  %ias  safe  for  Father  Ploaier  to  cose  out 
of  hiding.  It  was  not  long  after  this  incident 
that  Father  Crespin  was  takmi  to  an  institution 
in  Montreal. 


Jdtai  Bernard  Collins,  18^3-1920         173 

Father  Collins  vas  alvays  cracking  jokes  and 
these  were  accompanied  by  a  Tery  serious  facial 
expressicm*  He  taught  religious  knowledge  at 
AssufRption  College  and  when  he  entered  the 
elassro<»i  would  often  sniff  loudly  and  then 
ecHsplain  of  the  odor*  He  sight  in  good  weather 
ask  that  the  windows  be  opened*  Then  he  would 
discoTer  the  blackboard i 

**AhI  Now  i  know  yihsit   caused  that  odor*  Sosone 
has  been  teaching  a  dead  language.*' 


Lew  Sdouard  Ch«rrlert  183^192^        Vf6 

Acdced  to  describe  Father  Cherrier,  Father  M.V, 
Kelly  replied: 

••Saintly  but  alngalBX^* 

He  w^tit  on  to  explain: 

*rPi#o  ambitions  governed  his  whole  life.  Ctae 
vas  to  live  to  be  a  himdred,  the  other  was  to 
escape  Purgaotry*** 

fie  lived  to  be  ninety  and  in  so  far  as  man 
can  judge  cajse  at  least  as  close  to  achieving 
the  second* 


Albert   Pierre  DuMouchel,  I856-I925       177 

Father  DuMouchel  iias  strongly  opposed  to  the 
change  of  the  tov  of  poverty  made  at  the  1922 
general  chapter •  At  a  famous  meeting  to  ex- 
plain the  new  tov  and  to  secure  their  support 
for  it,  he  sp<^e  against  it  describing  the 
proposed  change  as: 

••trying  to  lift  ourselves  up  to  heaven  by  our 
suspenders  ••* 

Another  version  of  his  epe^l^fma&d  possibly  he 
did  use  both  co8sparis<»iSt  was: 

••trying  to  lift  ourselves  up  by  <mr  bootlaces*** 


Wmund  Francis  Murray,  l8kk^l923  I78 

For  many  years  Father  *Tish*'  Mtoray  was  in 
charge  of  the  Junior  Sodality  at  St.  Michael •s 
College*  On  one  occasion  the  members  TOted 
overwhelmingly  for  a  very  popular  boy  whom  he 
felt  would  not  make  a  good  prefect*  Gravely 
he  annotmced  ^e  result  of  the  ballot  ting: 

"The  vote  now  stands  15-1  for  A»  My  vote  is 
worth  15  votes*  I  give  it  to  B.  The  vote  now 
stands  I6-I5  in  favor  of  B.  I  declare  B 
elected  prefect.** 


Ednamd  Francis  Murrayt  l8M*-1925         179 

Father  Sdmund  Murray  vaa  a  priest  who  advanced 
in  years  without  growing  old*  On  his  80th 
birthday  he  danced  the  Highland  Fling  in  the 
cominunity  room  of  St*  Michael's  College*  But 
neither  his  boyish  enthusiaass  nor  his  robust 
health  ccmld  spare  hin  from  one  sign  of  age: 
he  grew  bald*  On  one  occasicm  when  he  was 
Tisiting  the  Asylum  en  Queen  Street  West  in 
Toronto  he  noticed  acouple  of  women  patients 
locdcing  at  him  rather  intently*  Then  one  of 
them  put  her  hand  to  her  head  and  said  to  the 
other: 

"Let's  give  Father  some  of  our  h**" 


Michael  Joseph  Mungovant  1846-1901       280 

WiMtt  Father  Francis  Hours  died  in  l897t  Father 
Peter  Grand  asked  Assumption  College  to  send 
soMe  boys  to  St«  Anne*s  in  Detroit  to  serre 
at  his  funeral.  ^  chance  First  Hiilosophy 
was  chosen.  The  senior  class.  Second  Hiilos-* 
ophy  was  indignant  and  sent  a  deputationto 
protest  to  the  Director  of  Studies*  Francis 
Hewlett,  later  a  pastor  in  Detroit «  lias  chosen 
as  their  spokesiaan*  Father  Kungovan  heard  him 
and  and  then  laughingly  a^ed: 

**!lewlett,  you  fool  Hewlett!  Sore  do  ycm  want 
to  be  making  a  celebration  of  a  funeral?'' 


Denis  O'Connor,  18^1-1911  l8l 

When  he  was  appointed  Archbishop  of  Toronto, 
Denis  O'Connor  took  the  insistence  of  the  Holy 
See  that  he  accept  the  post  as  approval  of  the 
policies  he  had  followed  in  the  Diocese  of 
London.  Therefore  he  would  bro<dc  no  interfer- 
ence* He  refused  to  allow  the  Knights  of 
Columbus  in  the  Archdiocese  on  the  ground  that 
there  were  too  many  societies  already*  A 
delegation  from  Buffalos,  headed  by  Father 
Michael  Fallon  who  was  later  to  be  appointed 
Bishop  of  London,  a^ed  him  to  reconsder*  He 
listened  to  an  eloquent  plea  and  then  saids 

"Now  Father  Fallon  you  can  go  back  to  Buffalo 
and  lo<^  after  your  parish,  and  I*ll  look  after 
the  Archdiocese  of  Toronto." 


Tran^olB   lavier  S^aamde,  1855-1922       182 

Father  Semande  was  an  extremely  good  priest  who 
always  did  his  work  and  did  it  well.  His  eyes 
were  piercing »  his  step  deliberate,  his  tongue 
aliarpt  and  his  whole  manner  msdintained  the 
dignity  of  the  priesthood,  Cta  the  first  Sunday 
after  his  appointment  as  pastor  of  St»  John  the 
Baptist  Parish t  Aadierstburgt  a  young  couple 
were  doing  public  penance  for  getting  married 
before  a  minister*  The  penance  at  that  time 
ccmsisted  of  their  sitting  in  a  prominent  pew 
while  a  serm<m  was  preached  en  the  evil  of  their 
8i&*  Father  Semande  began  s 

**X  am  ashamedl  Z  am  ashamed!  I  am  ashamed!" 

With  each  repitticm  the  scorn  in  his  voice 
mounted  and  before  he  finished  the  couple  knew 
what  public  penance  meant* 


Archbishop  d'Aviao,  1736-1826  1»3 

When  Archbishop  d»ATiau  secretly  re-entered 
France  in  May  1797 t  cme  of  his  first  acts  was 
to  open  a  Grand  Seminary  for  the  Diocese  of 
Viviers.  The  students  were  few  in  nusber^ 
twelve  to  fifteen,  aaoag  thea  Father  Jean 
Baptiste  Polly*  It  was  quality,  not  nunbers 
that  the  Archbishop  scu^t*  He  adoK^iished 
the  priests  wh^o  he  placed  in  charge: 

"Few,  but  good.  Fathers •  Tes,  few  but  good; 
only  twelve  apostles  were  needed  to  convert 
the  world  and  i^iat  will  not  twelve  priests 
aniaated  with  a  like  zeal  accoisplish  today? 
If  they  do  not  convert  the  world,  they  will 
contribute  greatly  to  the  re-establishment  of 
good  order  in  the  diocese." 


Jean  Baptiste  Polly,  1772-1846  iSk 

Father  Polly  %ias  strict  with  himself  and  no  less 
rigorous  towards  others*  O^e  night  a  scholastic 
had  a  dream  in  which  he  was  summcmed  before  the 
Judgment  '^hrone.  There  %fa8  Our  Lord  with  Father 
Polly  on  one  side  and  on  the  other  Father  Augustin 
Payanf  the  one  his  theology  teacher,  the  other 
his  spiritual  director#  The  hearing  opened  with 
a  plea  by  his  guardian  angels 

"He  has  led  a  good  life.  See  how  he  has  loved 
the  Blessed  Virgin;  how  he  has  prayed;  he  has 
left  all  things  to  become  a  religious*  Remember 
your  promise:  Every  one  that  has  left  h<HBe,  or 
brethem,  or  sisters «  or  father,  or  mother,  or 
wife,  or  children,  or  lands  for  my  name's  sake, 
shall  receive  a  hundredfold,  and   shall  possess 
everlasting  life."  (Matt.  19t  29) 

Then  Satan  spoke  up: 

•^According  to  m^  record  he  wasn't  always  a  model 
child,  and  tcmching  his  claim  to  have  left  all 
things  for  your  sake  just  look  at  these  instances 
of  a  want  of  true  intenti<m*  And  as  for  the 
actual  leaving,  this  is  how  he  has  kept  the 
Ihile.  Finally  here  is  a  long  list  of  faults 
of  commission  and  omission,  leaember  that  You 
told  the  apostles:  No  man  putting  his  hand  to 
the  plou^,  and  looking  back,  is  fit  for  the 
kingdom  of  God."  (Luke  9»  62) 

The  devil  was  very  convincing  and  the  young  man 
turned  tearfully  to  Father  Polly  who  was 
nearest #  Pointing  to  the  place  of  pimishment. 
Father  Polly  declared: 


Jean  Baptist*  Polly.  1772-18^  I85 

••He  BMst  pajt  and  pay  every  last  mite.'' 

Fg^ther  Payan  instantly  iinplored  Our  Lord  to 
show  sercy  to  his  young  confrere ^  but  before 
the  Judgnent  vas  delivered  the  scholastic 
voke  up  and  lived  another  forty  years* 


Antoine  Vallon,  1773-18^  28$ 

Father  Vallon  was  a  teacher  who  kept  strict 
order*  He  was  often  assigned  the  class  that 
in  the  previous  year  had  given  teachers  the 
■oat  trouble*  He  was  absolute  aaster  in  the 
classrooiB,  in  the  study  hall,  and  when  on 
recreation*  Of  him  Bishop  Chairbonnel  wrote: 

••He  was  a  holy  priest,  }mt   he  bel<mged  to  that 
class  of  saints  feared  by  those  under  thea**^ 


John  B.  Gushing,  1834-1868  18? 

*^«  bade  thea  all  around  farewell « 

Then  kissed  the  hand  that  gaye  his  birth; 

Unveeping  and  unmuriBuringt 

Oare  to  his  God  his  final  breath*'^ 

tlieee  lines  form  part  of  a  poetic  tribute  to 
Father  Jc^m  Gushing  paid  by  Mr*  P.J,  Maddigan 
at  a  meeting  of  St.  Michael's  Literary  Associ- 
ation <m  October  12,  1868.  When  he  had 
finished  reading  his  poetic  tribute,  Mr* 
Maddigan  added: 

"His  unfeigned  kindness  to  se  during  the  time 
that  I  was  under  his  instructicm  I  can  never 
forget*  Ever  gentle,  ever  mild,  calm  and 
dignified;  he  bore  himself  towards  his  pupils 
with  the  air  of  an  angel  rather  than  their 
superior,  ^ile  his  virtues  afforded  a  model.' 


Pierre  Tourvieille,  I78O-I859  iM 

Father  Tourvieielle  was  careful  to  avoid  luxury 
in  temporalities  and  believed  that  sose  auster- 
ity %iaa  good  for  church  students*  He  defended 
his  policy  as  being  that  of  the  Founders: 

••We  have  worked,  we  have  been  content  with 
little  t  we  have  earned  bread  by  the  sweat  of 
our  brow,  and  we  have  not  eaten  it  alone;  we 
have  shared  it  with  many  others;  we  share  it 
still*  During  the  past  fifty  years  we  have 
given  free  tuition  to  more  than  1000  pupils**^ 
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